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THE FAMILY 

Memory Verses: 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; (which 
is the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live 
long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” – Ephesians 6:1-4 

 

“Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see 
that she reverence her husband.” – Ephesians 5:33 

 
 

 

Our worship and service to God begins within the home, and that is where we will 
discover our most important of all human relationships. God has entrusted certain 
responsibilities to each family member that enable us to enjoy a healthy and happy 
home to the glory of God. 

 
 

The key word of this lesson is: 

RESPONSIBILITY 
 

The key question this lesson answers: 

What are your specific biblical responsibilities within the family? 
 

The key purpose of this lesson: 

To teach you how to function biblically within your family. 
 

The key point of this lesson: 

God uses your role in the family as an illustration of what it means to be a 
member of God's family. 
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THE KEY POINT OF THIS LESSON! 

God uses your role within the family as an illustration of what it means to be a spiritual member 
of God’s family. 

 

1. FAMILY – The body of Christ is called the "family" of God. 
 

Ephesians 3:14-15 
 

2. HUSBAND – You have been espoused to Christ as your "one husband." 
 

2 Corinthians 11:2 
 

3. WIFE – The body of Christ is called "the Lamb's wife." 
 

Revelation 19:7 
 

4. FATHER – God desires that you approach him as a "Father." 
 

Luke 11:1-2 
 

5. MOTHER – You are to spiritually minister to others “as a nurse cherisheth her children.” 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:7-8 
 

6. CHILDREN – God desires to relate to you as his “sons and daughters.” 
 

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FAMILY  

A. The first institution that God established on earth was the family. 
God is the one who created the family, and God is the one who instituted and officiated the 
first marriage. Our original parents were given the responsibilities to love each other, and 
raise a family. 

 

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18, 21-24 

 

B. The human family is a picture of God’s family. 
The family is supposed to be a small representation of the local church because it is a living 
picture of God’s family. That is why the family has always been a proving ground for anyone 
who desires to be a church pastor. 

 

1 Timothy 3:4-5 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: 

The Apostle Peter warns the husband that his prayers will be hindered if he does not honor his 
wife. It is the duty of every husband to pray for his wife and family. Peter warns that if the 
husband does not love and honor his wife, then he certainly will not pray for his wife as he 
should. The prayers of the husband are a direct reflection of how much he values his wife and 
family. 

 

“…that your prayers be not hindered." – 1 Peter 3:7 
 

Discussion: 

How are you ensuring that your wife feels loved and honored? 
 

How is your relationship with God affecting your relationship with your wife? 

THE BIBLICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF A HUSBAND  

A. The husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. 
Jesus chose to give up all his glory and the riches of heaven to become a poor servant. He 
gave up his life to save ours. In the same way, the husband is to give up his own self-interests, 
and give his life to serve and live for his wife. 

 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for 
it;” – Ephesians 5:25 

 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” – Philippians 2:5-8 

 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” 
– 2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

B. The husband is to give honor to his wife. 
The husband should know, and be paying attention to his wife. He should value her as a 
priceless treasure, and handle her with great care because she is precious. The husband 
should treat his wife as an equal partner, knowing they are of equal standing in God’s eyes. 

 

“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.” – Proverbs 31:10 
 

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto 
the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life…” 
– 1 Peter 3:7 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: 
The command for a wife to submit to her husband comes directly after the command for all 
believers to have a submissive attitude toward one another. The submission of a wife is meant to 
happen within the context of a marriage where both partners already have a biblical attitude, and 
have committed themselves to serve one another. 

 

“Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the 
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.” 
– Ephesians 5:21-24 

 

Discussion: 

How are you helping your husband fulfill God’s will for your family? 
 

How are you submitting to your husband’s leadership within your home and family? 

THE BIBLICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF A WIFE  

A. The wife is to help her husband. 
The husband cannot lead a home or rear a family alone. He needs the help of a godly wife 
who is joined together with her husband as one, and works together with him as she helps 
her husband to obey God’s will for the family. 

 

“And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 
an help meet for him.” – Genesis 2:18 

 

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: 
and they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and 
were not ashamed.” – Genesis 2:24-25 

 
B. The wife is to reverence her husband. 

God desires for the wife to follow her husband’s lead. She is to respond in kind to the selfless 
service she sees, and to the love and honor that he gives her. The wife is to respect her 
husband’s role and his example in the home in the same way the church does to Christ. 

 

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.” 
– Colossians 3:18 

 

“Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and 
the wife see that she reverence her husband.” – Ephesians 5:33 
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THE BIBLICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS  
The various passages in the Bible that detail and imply the responsibilities of parents will often 
emphasize either the father or the mother. However, it is important to keep in mind that they are 
always intended for both parents, with the father taking the lead by example. 

 
A. Parents should train their children. 

Parents are responsible to train their children to be godly adults. This will involve providing 
loving care and encouragement as they give their children biblical instruction with patient 
and consistent discipline. 

 

“And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up.”– Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

 

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it.” – Proverbs 22:6 

 

“The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to 
shame.” – Proverbs 29:15 

 
B. Parents should not discourage their children. 

A parent’s instruction should be both challenging and comforting. Parents should correct 
their children with biblical instruction, but they should also encourage them. Rearing children 
out of frustration and anger will only provoke them to be discouraged and angry themselves. 

 

“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” – Ephesians 6:4 

 

“Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” 
– Colossians 3:21 

 

“As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father 
doth his children,” – 1 Thessalonians 2:11 

 
C. Parents should manage their home. 

Both parents should work together to guide their home in holiness and wisdom in both 
physical and spiritual matters. The Bible gives clear instructions and responsibilities for both 
parents. The husband is the head of the home, while the wife is responsible to manage the 
home. 

 

“But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” – 1 Timothy 5:8 

 

“I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give 
none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.” – 1 Timothy 5:14 
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“A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and the wealth of the 
sinner is laid up for the just.” – Proverbs 13:22 

 

“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD.” – Joshua 24:15 

 
 

THE BIBLICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHILDREN  
Parents provide their children the perfect environment to become holy and happy adults when they 
fulfill their roles and responsibilities as godly spouses and godly parents. Children learn to obey God 
by obeying parents who obey God. This is why children only have one responsibility within the home, 
and that is obedience. 

 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; (which is 
the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long 
on the earth.” – Ephesians 6:1-3 

 
A. Children should obey their parents. 

As children obey their parents, they are obeying the Lord. Children lay the foundation for all 
future obedience to the Lord by obeying their parents. 

 

1. Children should obey their parents because God’s word instructs them to. 
 

“Children obey your parents in the Lord…” – Ephesians 6:1 
 

2. It is the duty of children within the home to obey their parents because it is the right 
thing to do. 

 

“…for this is right.” – Ephesians 6:1 
 

B. Children should honor their parents. 
This is not really a different command, but it is rather the same command that focuses on the 
heart behind obedience. 

 

1. The goal is not simply obedience, but obedience from the heart. Children should trust 
their parents and obey them out of love and respect. 

 

“Honour thy father and mother…” – Ephesians 6:2 
 

2. This command comes with a promise. If children will trust, love, respect, and obey 
their parents, they are much more likely to live a full and prosperous life. There are 
some children, however, that choose rebellion and miss out on this promise from the 
Lord. 

 

“That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.” 
– Ephesians 6:3 
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Important Reminder: 
The roles and responsibilities within our earthly families are meant to be a living illustration of 
God’s family. Through the husband we see the sacrifice and love of Christ. Through the wife we 
see the love and reverence of the church. Through the parents we see the loving care and 
guidance of our heavenly Father. Through the children we see the love, trust, and obedience 
of every believer. 

 

When all of these family roles come together in unity, they show the world what God always 
intended for humanity. They are a reflection of God’s love, holiness, and wisdom. The family is 
one of your greatest opportunities to glorify God in the world. 

 
Discussion: 

Do your actions support the truths of God’s word that you are teaching your children? 
 

How do you discipline your children? 
 

How would you describe your relationship with your children? 

Is God being glorified through your family? 
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REVIEW AND DISCUSSION 

1. According to 1 Timothy 3:4-5, why is the home important to the ministry? 
 

 

 
 

2. Explain in your own words the biblical responsibilities of husbands, wives, 
parents, and children. 

a. Husbands: 
 

 

 

 
 

b. Wives: 
 

 

 

 
 

c. Parents: 
 

 

 

 
 

d. Children: 
 

 

 

 
 

3. What is the key purpose of the lesson, and what has it taught you? 
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PERSONAL BIBLE STUDY 

Read Genesis 20:1-13. Did Abraham fulfill his responsibilities toward his wife Sarah? 
What do you think Abraham should have done differently? 

 

 

  _ 
  _ 

 
 

Read Genesis 27. What did Rebekah encourage her son Jacob to do when she found 
out that Isaac was going to bless Esau? What kind of parents were Isaac and Rebekah 
for Jacob and Esau? How did the decisions of Jacob and Esau’s parents affect their 
decision-making abilities? 

  _ 
  _ 
  _ 
  _ 
  _ 

 
Read Job 1-2. This passage talks about God’s servant Job being physically attacked 
by Satan. What kind of support was Job’s wife to him during his pain and sorrow? 
  _ 
  _ 
  _ 

 

  _ 
 
 

Read Acts 18:1-4; 18:18-28; and Romans 16:3-5. The apostle Paul worked side by side 
with Aquilla and Priscilla throughout his ministry in different cities and continents. 
How important was Aquilla and Priscilla’s home to the ministry? How are you using 
your home for the ministry? 
  _ 
  _ 
  _ 
  _ 

 

  _ 
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