
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
Date 12.18.22: 81 - Evil's Response to Righteousness, Joshua 11.1-5

After God delivers a victory, it doesn’t mean that there will not be future conflicts.  Notice that in chapter 11, it says when they heard of that great victory (or because of that victory), God’s enemies rally their forces to prepare a counter assault.

“Evil’s Response to Righteousness” [Joshua 11:1-5]
Joshua 11:1-5 1And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor had heard those things, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, 2And to the kings that were on the north of the mountains, and of the plains south of Chinneroth, and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor on the west, 3And to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and to the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpah. 4And they went out, they and all their hosts with them, much people, even as the sand that is upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very many. 5And when all these kings were met together, they came and pitched together at the waters of Merom, to fight against Israel.

The news of Southern Canaan’s fall… Has spread quickly to the rest of Canaan!
Only God brings victories over evil. The battle is the Lord’s!
2 Chronicles 20, king Jehoshaphat faced off against an overwhelming pagan army dead-set on destroying them.

2 Chronicles 20:17 17Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you.

In Exodus 14, when Moses and the Israelites were trapped at the shore of the Red Sea…
Exodus 14:13-14 13And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 14The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.

In 1 Samuel 17, when David faced an insurmountable opponent in Goliath the giant…
1 Samuel 17:47 47And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD'S, and he will give you into our hands.

Joshua 1:5-9 5There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 6Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 7Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 8This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 9Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

The Old Testament stories are examples for us to learn from and follow. [Reference 1 Corinthians 10:1-13]
6Now these things were our examples….

1 Corinthians 10:13 13There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

The way of escape is through Him!
Will we trust in ourselves? Or Will we trust in God?

1 John 4:4 4Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

1. Their Opponents are United in their Leadership. [Joshua 11:1-2]
· As proxies of the wicked, they are enemies of God and wage war on Him!
· Ephesians 6:12 12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Ecclesiastes 1:9 9The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. [History Repeats Itself]
· Today the rulers of this world are used for wickedness and are just as united in their opposition to God as they were 3,000 years ago! 
· John 15:25 25But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.

This irrational hatred toward God is seen in our culture (influencers), our children’s education, our politics, our media, and in the lawlessness of our society. Our world has become as it was in the days of old.

· Judges 21:25 25In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
· 2 Thessalonians 2:3 3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
· Matthew 24:12 “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”
· 2 Thessalonians 2:4-8 4Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:
· Proverbs 30:11-14 11There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother. 12There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness. 13There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up. 14There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men.

2. Evil United in their Identity [Joshua 11:3]
· They have one thing in common: Rebellion Against God. They have their own gods.
· Today, the majority of the earth’s population have given their hearts to other gods.

The Bible references people with this rebellion as “Children of Disobedience” [Colossians 3:6, Ephesians 5:6 and Ephesians 2:2] 
Ephesians 2:2 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

3. They are United in their Defiance [Joshua 11:4]
· “…with horses and chariots very many.” They’re bringing “all they have” against God and His people.

2 Corinthians 4:3 3But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

As Jesus said in John 15:25 they “…hated me without a cause.”

4. They are United in their Aggression [Joshua 11:5]
· Kings, soldiers, chariots, all united with one objective “…to fight against Israel.”

In our world today, evil has never been so bold.
Our challenge is to stand against evil no matter how powerful it may appear.
The Day of the Lord is approaching…

1 Corinthians 15:57-58 57But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

Don’t be intimidated by what you see….
Or even what you feel,
because in the end
God Wins!!!

“Evil’s Response to Righteousness”  (Bible Study Questions) – Bring this on Wednesday night
Reference Text - Joshua 11:1-4

In response to the Israelite’s victory over southern Canaan, many of the kingdoms of the north united against them.

1. As, we noted in the message, this opposition started with the leaders, those with influence. Please explain the danger that godless leadership presented to the work of the Lord in Canaan.
	

	

	



Bonus: Now explain the danger that godless leadership is having on our nation.
	

	

	



Introspection: Explain the impact that godless leadership has, or is having on you in your daily walk with Christ.

2. Please explain why so much of mankind works tirelessly to undermine God and His influence. (What’s their motivation?)
	

	

	



3. Give a Biblical example of the impact that wicked leadership can have.
	

	

	



4. Sadly, wicked rulers tend to create wicked followers. Please give a Biblical example of when a wicked decision made by a ruler, influenced the people to sin.
	

	

	



Bonus: When it comes to following wicked rulers, the Bible advises us on how we are to do so. Please explain what we’re to do if we are ordered to defy God by our leader. (Support your answer with scripture.)
	

	

	



5. We also noted that northern Canaan was united in their defiance of God. Please give some modern-day examples of how our society is defying God.
	

	

	



Bonus: Please explain some of the dangers that this united defiance poses to young people.
	

	

	



6. Though evil seems stronger than ever, what does the Bible say about what these times should indicate to us?
	

	


Read: Galatians 6:9 and share from your perspective how it applies to our world today.
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