
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
114- Whose Servant Are You - Joshua 19:17-23 Preached 10-08-2023
  
Joshua 19:17-23 17And the fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of Issachar according to their families. 18And their border was toward Jezreel, and Chesulloth, and Shunem, 19And Hapharaim, and Shion, and Anaharath, 20And Rabbith, and Kishion, and Abez, 21And Remeth, and En–gannim, and En–haddah, and Beth–pazez; 22And the coast reacheth to Tabor, and Shahazimah, and Beth–shemesh; and the outgoings of their border were at Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages. 23This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according to their families, the cities and their villages.
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The location and abundance of their land will play an important part in their story. 
· Issachar is the 9th child of Jacob, his mother is Leah, and he came from the same emotional and dysfunctional family dynamics as we have previously seen.

Jacob’s final words to him are heard in Genesis 49:14-15 
14Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: 15And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.

1. The tribe of Issachar as: Servants of God

Issachar is referenced as a “strong ass” an Old English word for a “donkey”.
· Donkeys are beasts of burden. In the scripture, we see them carrying supplies and people.
· When Abraham was called by God to sacrifice Isaac in Gen. 22:3 3And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.
· When God stopped Balaam, a “man of God,” from cursing Israel for a paycheck… Numbers 22:33 33And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive.
· When Samson slayed 1,000 of God’s enemies… Judges 15:15 15And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith.
· When Jesus entered Jerusalem… Matthew 21:1-5 1And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 2Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 3And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. 4All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.
· God has used the humble “ass” as a vehicle for accomplishing His will throughout time.
· So, when Jacob refers to Issachar as a “strong ass” he means it as a positive attribute.

2. The tribe of Issachar were Servants of God’s People
· The repeating cycle of Judges… Israel falls captive to their enemies, then God raises up a deliverer and frees them, showing his patience and mercy. Judges 2:11 11And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim:

· There were twelve of these judges/military leaders. Deborah, a female military leader, teaches us about Issachar.
· Deborah led Israel to victory over the Amalekites in Judges 4-5.
· The tribe of Issachar were amongst the 6 tribes that were specifically named for supporting and  trusting Deborah.
· Even though this defied their traditions, Issachar stayed committed to God’s will.
· God is not concerned with us adhering to the “rules of man”; He wants us to adhere to His rules and the word.

· At HOPE Baptist Church… Doctrine is king!
· Colossians 3:23-24 23And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.
· 1 Corinthians 11:1 1Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.

Issachar’s descendants are called mighty warriors in 1 Chronicles 7.
· Issachar supported King David by attending his coronation in 1 Chronicles 12:32 32And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment.
· The tribe of Issachar displayed their unified support of David as God’s anointed.
· They were wise men with discernment and understanding: 1 Chronicles 12:32  
They were committed to God’s will and God’s word.
· There is no way to be truly committed to God without being truly committed to God’s word!

The tribe of Issachar were Servants of God’s People (they honored God’s anointed - King David)
· 1 Chronicles 12:40 40Moreover they that were nigh them, even unto Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, and meat, meal, cakes of figs, and bunches of raisins, and wine, and oil, and oxen, and sheep abundantly: for there was joy in Israel.
· Zebulun, Naphtali and Issachar serve alongside one another; they honor their king.
· 1 Chronicles 12:38-39 38All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel: and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king. 39And there they were with David three days, eating and drinking: for their brethren had prepared for them.

When we serve others, we serve our King (Jesus).
· John 13:34-35 34A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
· Mark 10:44 -45 44And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 45For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
· John 15:12-13 12This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 13Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
Driven by love for our Father and our fellow man, we should seek ways that we can serve others.
· Are you serving others by putting them first? Or are you serving yourself?
· The order of our life should be: Jesus, Others, Yourself {J.O.Y.}

Although Issachar started out right, they will be one of the 10 northern tribes to ultimately
vanish due to their disobedience to God.

3. The tribe of Issachar became Servants of Themselves [Reference Genesis 49:14-15]
· He was willing to serve God he “saw that rest was good”. [Gen 49:15]
· We might say… “Working for the weekend!”
· 2 Timothy 3:4 “…lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;”
· Issachar embraced rest and the physical world. Genesis 49:15 “…and the land that it was pleasant;…” 

The world can be incredibly attractive! It will easily captivate our attention. It is a lure to our flesh. Our eyes will lust for it.
· 1 John 2:16 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.
· James 1:14-21 14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 16Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 18Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.  19Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

If we don’t stay close to the Lord and follow His leading, remaining surrendered to His service, we will become like Issachar and serve ourselves.

Many start out faithful… And end up serving self… 2 Timothy 3:4 “…lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;”
Ask yourself today… “Who’s Servant Are You?”


Wednesday Night – Bible Study Questions [Reference Text: Joshua 19:17-23] 

1. In studying the tribe of Issachar, we saw them referenced as a “strong ass” (donkey) meaning that they were capable laborers. What’s another animal referenced in scripture and what do you think it represents?
	

	

	



	2. In our first point, we identified the tribe of Issachar as being servants of God. Who else in the Bible would you give this label to and why?

	

	


Bonus: In our current day, please explain what you believe a servant of the Lord looks like and list some of the things they might do.
	

	

	


3. As the tribe of Issachar served God by supporting Deborah (the Judge) we saw that they were more concerned with pleasing God, than pleasing men. Please give another example of someone in the Bible with a similar attitude and explain why you chose them.
	

	

	


Bonus: Why do you think that it’s sometimes a struggle to be more focused on pleasing God than pleasing man? Do you struggle in this area? Please explain.
	

	


4. In our second point, we recognized that Issachar’s willingness to serve wasn’t limited to just God, but also His people. Please give at least two New Testament references that direct us to serve others.
	

	


Bonus: How effectively are you living the verses you listed above? Please explain.
	

	


5. In regard to our service to others, the Bible gives instructions about the attitude we should have in doing so. Please provide a verse that guides us in our proper attitude.
	

	

	



	6. The title of our message was “Whose Servant Are You?” if you were to give an honest answer to that question; who would you say you serve more often, God or yourself? Do you think the people closest to you would agree with your personal assessment? If so, please explain why or why not.

	

	



Bonus: Why is it so difficult to be consistent servants of God in our lives? What Biblical references (warnings or encouragements) would help us to be consistent?
	

	

	



Bonus Bonus: What do you personally do to keep service to the Lord at the forefront of your daily life? 
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