
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
117 - The Pathway to Idolatry. Pt.2, Joshua 19, 40-48 [The tribe of Dan] – Preached 11.12.23

Read our reference text in Joshua 19:40-48 Judges 17:6
6In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.

Key Points Today (Part 2)
3. A Lustful Desire Fulfilled (Pt. 2 next week)
4. An Identity Lost (Pt. 2 next week))
All ungodly choices spill over into the lives of others. 

A Lustful Desire Fulfilled: Judges 18:13-14 13And they passed thence unto mount Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah. 14Then answered the five men that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto their brethren, Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten image? now therefore consider what ye have to do. [They were selling this false religion to their brethren, after all, they are on their way to a battle!!]
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· An “ephod” (a priest’s ceremonial clothing)
· A “teraphim” (a type of idol, like an amulet)
· A “molten image” (an idol cast from metal)
· A “graven image” (a carved idol)


Exodus 20:3-5 3Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

They’re looking for a “god” that fits their choices and lifestyle. This is why there are so many religions in the world today. Micah even had a priest who could talk to “god”.

2 Timothy 3:13 13But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.
· This is why “knowledge” and “practical application” of scripture are so important.

Judges 18:15-20 15And they turned thitherward, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, even unto the house of Micah, and saluted him. 16And the six hundred men appointed with their weapons of war, which were of the children of Dan, stood by the entering of the gate. 17And the five men that went to spy out the land went up, and came in thither, and took the graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image: and the priest stood in the entering of the gate with the six hundred men that were appointed with weapons of war. 18And these went into Micah's house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image. Then said the priest unto them, What do ye? 19And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be to us a father and a priest: is it better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel? 20And the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and went in the midst of the people.
Judges 18:24-30 24And he said, Ye have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest, and ye are gone away: and what have I more? and what is this that ye say unto me, What aileth thee? 25And the children of Dan said unto him, Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows run upon thee, and thou lose thy life, with the lives of thy household. 26And the children of Dan went their way: and when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went back unto his house. 27And they took the things which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, and came unto Laish, unto a people that were at quiet and secure: and they smote them with the edge of the sword, and burnt the city with fire. 28And there was no deliverer, because it was far from Zidon, and they had no business with any man; and it was in the valley that lieth by Beth–rehob. And they built a city, and dwelt therein. 29And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: howbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first. 30And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land.

An Identity Lost: Genesis 49:16-17 16Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.
· A destructive impact was linked to the tribe of Dan in the future.
· Samson’s story… He was gracious blessed by God, given supernatural strength and a mandate to free his people. He was tempted by a seductive and deceptive woman named Delilah. Samson fell prey to deceitful seduction and because of his failure, Israel’s last judge dies  and it was 70 years before David became king.
· God united Israel under King David and it flourished for 10 years, until his sin with Bathsheba and Israel is set on course for destruction. 
· Solomon (David & Bathsheba’s son) abused his power when he became king, leaving a legacy to his son Rehoboam who divided the nation again. 
· 2 Southern tribes Judah (ruled by Rehoboam) and 10 Northern became Israel (rules by Jeroboam)
· Israel had lost her identity and was filled with turmoil when Jeroboam came up with a plan to unite the people.

1 Kings 12:27-30 27If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 28Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 29And he set the one in Beth–el, and the other put he in Dan.
30And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.
· The Danites never gave up their idolatrous ways and their spirit of rebellion. Jeroboam knew exactly where one of those “golden calves” needed to go…to the tribe of Dan.
Galatians 6:7 7Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
The Danites will reap from the wickedness they’ve sown.

During the tribulation, God will send a special group of Jewish followers (144,000) to bring the message of the gospel to the world.
Reference Revelation 7:1-8, The tribes named for all the tribes of the children of Israel are: v.5 the tribe of Judah, the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad, v.6 the tribe of Aser, the tribe of Nepthalim, the tribe of Manasses, v.7 the tribe of Simeon, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of Issachar, v.8 the tribe of Zabulon, the tribe of Joseph, and the tribe of Benjamin.

Dan was not listed. The tribe of Dan isn’t even considered to be one of the tribes of Israel.
· The tribe of Dan’s decision to embrace idolatry changed how God saw them and removed them from the family of God.
· Remember what Jacob said in Genesis 49:17 and what Moses said in Deuteronomy 33:22?
· Dan is described as a  “Serpent” and as a “Lion” 
· John 3:14-15 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
· Jesus compares Himself to a “Serpent” being Judge and Redeemer.
· Revelation 5:5 5And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.
· Jesus is described as the Lion of the tribe of Judah.
· There’s a parallel between Jesus and Dan, but who is also described as a Serpent and a Lion in scripture? Satan!
· 1 Peter 5:8 8Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
· Ezekiel 19 described wicked men from Israel (during the TRIBULATION) that bring destruction as “lion welps” like Dan.

During the tribulation… a man from the bloodline of Jacob will unite the world. His allegiance will not be to God, but to the father of liars, Satan. He will be wicked… a serpent and a lion. The ultimate idolator… He will profess himself to be the Messiah, the Christ, and will present the world with idolatry as seen in Revelation 13:15-16.
  
· The Antichrist appears to arise from the tribe of Dan. An idolatrous counterfeit of the judge of humanity. 
· Dan would cause men to fall back. 

It’s no coincidence that the Danites were called both a serpent and a lion. Direct parallels with Christ and the Antichrist.
Idolatry is the legacy of the tribe of Dan. Idolatry, whether it is the worship of something, someone, or even ourselves, is directly opposed to worshipping God.  “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Will we choose Christ or Antichrist?

1 John 4:3 3And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

Satan tempts us to choose him every day. Just like the Danites, we get to choose. Their legacy is marked by ingratitude, lustful fulfillment, idolatry, and unfaithfulness to God. What will mark our legacy?

“The Pathway to Idolatry, Pt.2” (Wednesday Bible Study Questions) Reference Text: Joshua 19:40-48

1. As we picked back up with the Danites, we saw them fully embrace their practice of idolatry. Explain the different factors that brought them to this place in their faith.
	

	


Bonus: If you could have intervened in their story and advised them, in not only how dangerous idolatry was, but what they could do to avoid it, what would you say?
	

	


Bonus Bonus: In recognizing idolatry’s terribly destructive impact to our faith and our relationship with God, what are some safeguards we can put in place to keep ourselves from it?
	

	


2. Why do you think idolatry is so attractive and seductive to people? (Lost or Saved)
	

	


Bonus: Please make an exhaustive list of things (at least 10) in your life that can become idols.
	

	


Bonus Bonus: Please do your best to explain what factors in your life can set the stage for you to be lured towards idolatry? (Emotional circumstances, successes, health issues, etc.)
	

	


3. Give at least three verses that reveal how seriously God hates idolatry.
	

	


Bonus: Now, try to put yourself in God’s shoes and explain from His perspective what He thinks of idolatry and why. (How it might make God feel)
	

	


Bonus Bonus: After considering idolatry from God’s perspective, does it help you to better understand the seriousness of it? Please explain.
	

	


4. The Danites set themselves on a trajectory of rebellion and idolatry that eventually became their legacy. Give an example of someone else in scripture that started out poorly, but instead of continuing, turned their life to God and left a legacy of faith.
	

	


Bonus: If you were to assess the trajectory of your faith based upon your current faithfulness, what legacy do you think you would leave behind. Faith-filled? or Faith-wavering? Please explain.
	

	


5. The legacy of the Danites as unfaithful idolators echoed into eternity. In a perfect world, what would you like for your legacy for Christ to be? Please be detailed.
	

	


Bonus: What are you currently doing to establish this legacy? 
	

	


Special assignment: Please write out what you would love to be said of your life after your death. Write it in the form of a eulogy.
		

	





HOPE Prayer List – November 12, 2023
Prayers for our Church & Mission Partners

· For revival in the church, for spiritual protection over the ministry and God’s servants
· For the power of His hand on our ministry & members & NEW Laborers – opportunities to serve include ushers, welcome team, musicians, singers, children’s ministry, nursery worker, teen ministry, fellowship planners, soundboard technicians, website developers, maintenance and cleaning, and more!
· For our children’s and teen ministries. For our music ministry, our young adults, and all those in discipleship.
· For all to be involved in the work of the Lord - Matthew 28:19-20
· Pray for God’s direction with our future building. 
· Pray for God’s protection over Israel.
Prayers for God’s Healing, Mercy, and Grace


· Granny (Christine’s mom) – God’s grace and peace
· Anne-Marie – unspoken prayer request
· Barbara (Pastor’s mom) – healing from Diverticulitis 
· Stella Fogle – her heart procedure and her healing
· Ms. Emma – protection and healing
· Matthew Argo - health, physical strength, and wellbeing 
· Sylvia Pauling – Complete healing and recovery
· Yulia Nosova – healing from headaches & dizziness 
· Jack – power of God in his life
· Inna (Yulia’s mom) – health/protection
· Elena Cepeda – Complete healing from cancer
· Miko Hall – blood pressure & insomnia  
· Jun Rodrigo (our missionary to the Philippines) – cancer 
· Baby BJ - heart transplant (friend of Lauretta Boyd)
· Tony (Pearl’s son) – surgery & healing 
· Teresa Lambert – breast cancer
· Ann Mansfield – recovery from bone marrow transplant 
· Sonja Mansfield - Pray that her cancer does not return. 
· Pray that Lori’s breast cancer does not return.
· Billy McCauley (friend of Brandy’s) – needs God’s grace
· Coby’s Dad, Robert, has blood cancer & Martha, his stepmother, has a blockage in his kidneys
· Kenny Hall – Serious Motorcycle Accident
· Chase Johnson (23 years old), aggressive intestinal cancer
· Pray for Francis, Joanne and Sam’s sister, to be able to gain weight and for her health to be restored
· Erik’s job security and God’s will
· Christian’s healing (stomach issues)
· Alisa’s healing and recovery from her fall & seizures
· Pray for the health of our church members especially during flu season.
· Pray for Candra, Kaedynce, Karen, Yulia, Calvin, Tina to feel better soon  



Prayers of Intercession: Changed Hearts, Spiritual Protection, and God’s Restoration


· Please pray for all the prodigal children who need to be restored in the family of God.
· Jessie, Aaron, Tucker, Tripp & Serenity - to come to church.
· Bob & Tina continue to pray for their family
· David (Alina’s husband) spiritual healing 
· Hannah (Candra/Harold’s daughter) family restoration 
· Tony (Alisa’s brother) for his salvation and reconciliation with his family.
· Karen Adams - Spiritual protection, guidance for her and her family
· God’s will in Owen’s life
· Noah’s walk with the Lord
· Kire’s, Nate’s and Patrick’s safety in NYC & for them to follow God
· Quinn’s family to have peace and healing
· Shannen Deen – Continued spiritual growth 
· Alana and Ryan to settle into their new church



Requests For Deliverance, Salvation, and Changed Hearts

Miko: Alan (son) and Rina (sister); Alana’s friends & family: Khubush, Nisit, Deo (dad), Jeewan (brother), Tesh and Kim; Dexter: Lecia and Jose; Izabel’s extended family; Karen’s children: Gandy and Tyler; Erik’s sister- Kristen & Javier and Erik’s cousin, Deb; Yulia’s mom- Inna, Olga & Bogdun; Shane Adams and Aubrey; Nate Erdtmann (friend of Christine) Tony Buttrick’s friends and co-workers: Xheva Ahmeti, Ann, Sonja, and Bob Mansfield, Tom Ormseth, Madhuben, Charles Lang, Fatone (Serena’s husband, he is currently Muslim). Bri’s mom needs salvation and deliverance.

Have a prayer request to add or remove? Let us know by texting our HOPE text number: 980-341-2500
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