
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
Handout - Fulfilling God's Promise [Joshua 21:1-3] – January 7, 2024

Summary: As we delve into Chapter 21 of Joshua, we're walking through the distribution of cities for the Levites. It's a fulfillment of God's promise to provide for His servants, the Levites, without them possessing any physical inheritance. This message reminds us not to fall in love with possessions that cause us to veer away from our relationship with God and His purpose in our lives.

The Levites' Inheritance: Joshua 13:33 emphasizes that God Himself was the inheritance for the tribe of Levi, this is a reminder of the importance of setting our affection on heavenly things (Colossians 3:2).
· Key Point: The Levites were promised cities, but not ownership, teaching them to prioritize their relationship with God over possessions. 
· Lesson on Avoiding Materialism: Material possessions can distract believers. The story of Esau selling his birthright is a cautionary tale about the dangers of valuing material wealth over spiritual significance.

Distributing the Levitical Cities - Joshua 21:1-3
1Then came near the heads of the fathers of the Levites unto Eleazar the priest, and unto Joshua the son of Nun, and unto the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel; 2And they spake unto them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, The Lord commanded by the hand of Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs thereof for our cattle. 3And the children of Israel gave unto the Levites out of their inheritance, at the commandment of the Lord, these cities and their suburbs.

Key Points: The request of the Levite fathers and the response of the leaders (Eleazar- the high priest, Joshua – the military leader, & tribal fathers – the group with the greatest level of authority) demonstrated qualities of the leaders:
1. Approachable: God's representatives, like Joshua and the leaders, should be approachable. Joshua and Eleazar listened to concerns of the people directly.
2. Receptive: These leaders were willing to hear the concerns of others. 
3. Humble: Joshua's response to the Levites' exemplifies humility; he pictures our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
4. Responsive: The distribution of cities to the Levites was immediate and unified. 

Personal Application to Believers: we are encouraged to embody these same qualities:
1. Approachability: God has made Himself accessible to everyone. Believers should emulate Christ's approachability in ministering to others.  (Romans 10:13, Hebrews 4:14-16)
2. Receptiveness: The value of prayer and the importance of listening to others (1 John 5:14-15). Just as the Levites felt comfortable speaking to leaders, Christians should have an open-door policy and be willing to listen, understanding that sometimes it's about understanding more than solving problems.
3. Humility: Christians must embody humility while embracing our responsibility to serve others, not for our own status or recognition, but with grace and understanding as we bear the image of Christ (Matthew 11:28-29).
4. Responsiveness: A call to support those in need, applying God's love in action. Believers must act when legitimate needs arise, demonstrating love through deeds, not just words (1 John 3:17-18).

Conclusion:
God's representatives today should mirror the characteristics observed in Joshua and his team—being approachable, receptive, humble, and responsive—to effectively reach and minister to others with God's healing message of love.
 
Scripture References
1. Joshua 20:7-9: The establishment of cities of refuge for those who accidentally took a human life.
2. Joshua 13:33: Highlights the fact that the tribe of Levi did not receive a physical inheritance, but the Lord God of Israel was their inheritance.
3. Colossians 3:2: Emphasizes setting affection on things above, not on earthly possessions.
4. John 1:1, 14: Referenced how God ensured the truth was delivered through Jesus, who dwelt among humanity.
5. Philippians 2:7: Shows how Jesus made Himself of no reputation and took the form of a servant.
6. Romans 10:13: Emphasizes that whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
7. Hebrews 4:14-16: Illustrated how believers have direct access to God and His throne of grace.
8. 1 Peter 5:6-10: Highlighted the importance of humbling oneself under God's mighty hand and casting cares upon Him.
9. James 4:7-10: Illustrated that we must resist the devil, draw close to God, and we will be lifted up by Him. Humble yourself before God. Submit to His authority.
10. Romans 10:13: God loves the whole world and wants all to be saved.
11. Matthew 11:28: Referenced in the discussion about coming unto Jesus for rest.
12. 1 John 5:14-15: Referenced to discuss the confidence believers have that God hears their prayers.
13. John 9:31: Mentioned to highlight that God hears those who are worshippers of Him.
14. 1 Peter 3:7: Referenced to emphasize how disobedience can hinder prayers and puts a barrier between us and God.
15. Matthew 11:28-29: Referenced again to illustrate the meekness and humility of Jesus.
16. Joshua 21:41: The Levites received all 48 cities that God specified for them.
17. 1 John 3:17-18: Referenced to remind us of our calling “in-Christ” and to love not the world but to love others in deed and in truth.
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Upcoming events/key dates:
Wednesday Night – Prayer & Bible Study @7PM.
Members Business Meeting on Feb 4th after service.
Wednesday Night Bible Study Questions
"Fulfilling God's Promise" in Joshua 21:1-3

These questions aim to encourage introspection and discussion on applying the principles highlighted in the message to personal lives, fostering a deeper understanding of Biblical teachings and their relevance in today's context, as well as enabling you to home in your own Bible Study practices.

1. Reflecting on the Levites' lack of physical inheritance, how does this concept challenge our modern perspective on possessions and wealth?


Bonus: In what ways can a love or desire for material possessions hinder our spiritual growth.



2. Discuss instances in your life or society where the pursuit of material wealth was the undoing of that individuals' spiritual journeys.


Bonus: Who else in addition to Esau is a cautionary Biblical example of this?


3. Considering the approachability of the leaders in the Bible passage, how can we emulate this trait in our interactions with others, especially those who may need guidance or support?


Bonus: who in scripture mirrors this same approachability?



4. Joshua and the leaders demonstrated receptiveness. How can we ensure that we are willing to listen to the concerns of others notwithstanding the issues of our own lives?



5. In what ways can humility strengthen our relationships and effectiveness in serving others, especially in positions of leadership or influence?


Bonus: List 3 Biblical warnings related to the dangers of pride.


Bonus Bonus: How has your own pride impacted your walk with God at times, and how did you deal with it?

6. Discuss practical ways we can be more responsive to the needs of others within our community, both inside and outside our church.

HOPE Prayer List – January 7, 2024
Prayers for our Church & Mission Partners

· For revival in the church, for spiritual protection over the ministry and God’s servants
· For the power of His hand on our ministry & members & NEW Laborers – opportunities to serve include ushers, welcome team, musicians, singers, children’s ministry, nursery worker, teen ministry, fellowship planners, soundboard technicians, website developers, maintenance and cleaning, and more!
· For our children’s and teen ministries. For our music ministry, our young adults, and all those in discipleship.
· For all to be involved in the work of the Lord - Matthew 28:19-20
· Pray for God’s direction with our future building. 
· Pray for God’s protection over Israel.
Prayers for God’s Healing, Mercy, and Grace
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· Sara (Liz’s daughter-in-law) – successful treatment and healing from breast cancer
· AnnMarie & James Robertson – restoration & move to NC
· Barbara Goodson – Comfort after losing her sister
· Alecia – prayers for health overcoming sickness
· Granny (Christine’s mom) – God’s grace and peace
· Matthew Argo - health, physical strength, and wellbeing 
· Sylvia Pauling – Complete healing and recovery
· Yulia Nosova – healing from headaches & dizziness 
· Elena Cepeda – Complete healing from cancer
· Miko Hall – blood pressure & insomnia, cold & headaches, plus family in Japan and her safe travels on 1/10/24  
· Jun Rodrigo (our missionary to the Philippines) – cancer 
· Baby BJ - heart transplant (friend of Lauretta Boyd)
· Danoff Family, 3-yr old has Type-1 Diabetes, mom had to quit her job, lost their home in Chicago, moving in with parents
· Linda Tamilia – needs prayer for healing and nutrition
· Tony (Pearl’s son) – surgery & healing 
· Teresa Lambert – breast cancer
· Coby’s Dad, Robert, has blood cancer & Martha, his stepmother, has a blockage in his kidneys
· Chase Johnson (23 years old), aggressive intestinal cancer
· Pray for Francis, Joanne and Sam’s sister, to be able to gain weight and for her health to be restored
· Direction in Carly’s life and career 
· Christian’s healing (stomach issues) & unspoken request
· Alisa’s healing and recovery from her fall & seizures
· Karen Adams healing 
· Lanette, Susan Ray’s sister, PET scan shows spots on her chest, abdomen, and pelvis, she also has blood cancer.
· Safe pregnancy and delivery for Christine Vickery
· Pastor Billy and his family in the homegoing of his mother
· 


Prayers of Intercession: Changed Hearts, Spiritual Protection, and God’s Restoration


· Please pray for all the prodigal children who need to be restored in the family of God.
· Pray for Mason and his family through the custody battles
· Jessie, Aaron, Tucker, Tripp & Serenity - to come to church.
· Bob & Tina continue to pray for their family, grieving from loss of Cissy and praying for family comfort from losing their dog
· David (Alina’s husband) spiritual healing 
· Jack – pray for direction with his schooling
· Karen Adams - Spiritual protection in her family
· Pray for all those who are hurting, experiencing loss, and dealing with emotional pain.
· Pray for spiritual growth of our ministry and the impact we have on the community.

Requests For Deliverance, Salvation, and Changed Hearts

Miko: Alan (son) and Rina (sister); Alana’s friends & family: Khubush, Nisit, Deo (dad), Jeewan (brother), Tesh and Kim; Dexter: Lecia and Jose; Izabel’s extended family; Karen’s children: Gandy and Tyler; Erik’s sister- Kristen & Javier and Erik’s cousin, Deb; Yulia’s mom- Inna, Olga & Bogdun; Tony (Alisa’s brother), Shane Adams and Aubrey; Nate Erdtmann (friend of Christine) Tony Buttrick’s friends and co-workers: Xheva Ahmeti, Ann, Sonja, and Bob Mansfield, Tom Ormseth, Madhuben, Charles Lang, Fatone (Serena’s husband, he is currently Muslim). Bri’s mom needs salvation and deliverance.

Have a prayer request to add or remove? Let us know by texting our HOPE text number: 980-341-2500
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