
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
Handout " A Labor of Love” Joshua 21:20-26, Jan 28, 2024

Joshua 21:20-26 20 And the families of the children of Kohath, the Levites which remained of the children of Kohath, even they had the cities of their lot out of the tribe of Ephraim. 21 For they gave them Shechem with her suburbs in mount Ephraim, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Gezer with her suburbs, 22 And Kibzaim with her suburbs, and Bethhoron with her suburbs; four cities. 23 And out of the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with her suburbs, Gibbethon with her suburbs, 24 Aijalon with her suburbs, Gathrimmon with her suburbs; four cities. 25 And out of the half tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with her suburbs, and Gathrimmon with her suburbs; two cities. 26 All the cities were ten with their suburbs for the families of the children of Kohath that remained.

Today’s Message Summary
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Our message today, "A Labor of Love," explores the Biblical narrative in 
Joshua 21:20-26, focusing on the Kohathites, a group of Levites who were 
gifted ten cities for their service to God. The message delves into two key 
points: the Identity of the Kohathites and the Labor of the Kohathites.

Introduction: 
Kohathites are gifted ten cities for their service. We examine who they are 
and why they receive these cities. 
The personal application today is seeing the parallel of the 
Kohathites and Christians, as we have: 
· A Heart of Charity in Service
· Daily Opportunities to Display God’s Love
· A Call to Live Godly

1. Identity of the Kohathites (Numbers 3:19)
Reference the family tree. Only one notable Kohathite: Elizaphan, 
leader of the clan in Joshua 21. Otherwise, most of the Kohathites 
remain anonymous. 
They were committed to doing the will of God without “personal” recognition.

A Heart of Charity in Service:
· If the Lord has our hearts, then He will have our service.
· 1 Corinthians 13 emphasizes the importance of having a heart of charity 
(love of God manifested in believers' lives) when laboring for God. The word “charity” in your King James Bible is describing the love of God being manifested through the life of a believer.
· Regardless of outward actions, if done without genuine love for God and others, your service holds no value with God. 
· In Matthew 6, Jesus' teachings on the motivation behind actions emphasizes the need for sincerity and humility in service. Paul further describes the characteristics of charity, emphasizing qualities such as patience, kindness, humility, forgiveness, and a focus on truth.

Displaying God's Love in Daily Opportunities: Is God’s Love Evident in Us?
· We should offer our service to the Lord with a heart of charity. Everyday actions, such as offering grace, forgiveness, kind words, and a listening ear, provide opportunities to display God's love to the world.
· Others should see charity and humility in us at work; and God’s love should be evident in our family relationships.
· The most loving thing we can do is display truth in love. 

The Tabernacle and God's Word: Once again we see the correlation between the Tabernacle and God's Word and our message underscores the importance, holiness, knowledge, and healing found in the Holy Scriptures. The Levites, including the Kohathites, stood ready to move as per God's instructions, highlighting their preparedness for service.

2. Labor of the Kohathites:
· The Kohathites had the responsibility of carrying the holy, sacred items of the Tabernacle on their shoulders, representing God's Holiness. Their service was characterized by a willingness to risk their lives for the sake of God's presence impacting the world.  Numbers 4:15, 7:9 references the responsibilities and dangers of their service. We see the parallel to the willingness of Kohathites to risk their lives with John 15:13 “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
· The sacrificial nature of the Kohathites labor relates it to the Christian's call to bear the burden of sharing the Gospel. The Kohathites' willingness to risk everything for God's presence serves as an inspiring example of selfless service and dedication to God's work as a true "Labor of Love."

The items the Kohathites carried (Lampstand (His Spirit), Shewbread Table (His Word), Altar of Incense (Prayer), Ark of God (Himself)) symbolized God's Holiness. The Kohathites were to reverence, care for, and lift these items, representing a personal burden and commitment to God's presence. The Kohathites risked their lives to carry the weight of God's Holiness so that His presence could impact the world. Their willingness to die for the sake of others, as seen in Numbers 4:19-20, is considered the greatest act of love.Biblical Cross -References Used
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70- million Christians Martyred for Their Faith: Christians through the centuries laid up treasures in Heaven as they risked everything to share God's love, even surrendering their lives. Jesus Christ's ultimate act of love, bearing the cross and our sins, is presented as the model for a "Labor of Love."  There is a parallel between dying to self on a spiritual level (Luke 9:23-24) and the actual physical martyrdom some Christians face.  

Remember we are called to live godly in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:12-13). 

Are we suffering persecution? Paul's warning in 2 Timothy 3:12-14 about the inevitability of persecution for those living godly in Christ Jesus. We have a call to carry the Gospel message to the world, denying oneself, taking up the cross, and following Jesus.

Take Note of Shechem: The first city given to the Kohathites was Shechem, translating to "shoulder or back," symbolizing the place where burdens are laid. The Kohathites' willingness to bear the burden resulted in the reward of 10 cities. Every time they placed the staves on their shoulders they honored God in their labor of love.

Who are we living for in this life? We are challenged to examine the motivation for living - whether for personal comfort or for the Lord. Encouragement to join the ranks of those, like the Kohathites, willing to risk all for the burden they've been given, sharing the Gospel as a "Labor of Love." 

.
Members Business Meeting on Feb 4th after service.






Wednesday Night Bible Study Questions
"A Labor of Love" in Joshua 21:20-26

These questions aim to encourage introspection and discussion on the principles highlighted in the message to personal lives, fostering a deeper understanding of Biblical teachings and their relevance in today's context, as well as enabling you to home in your own Bible Study practices.

1. Identity of the Kohathites: We observed how the identity of the Kohathites played a crucial role in God rewarding them with ten cities. Consider your identity in Christ. In what aspects are you securely rooted as a child of God? Are there instances where you may occasionally lose sight of this identity? Please explain.


2. Heart of Charity in Service: What does 1 Corinthians 13 teach about the importance of having a heart of charity when laboring for God?


· Bonus: Consider the motivation behind your service to God. Is your heart aligned with a genuine desire to serve the Lord, or do you find yourself seeking recognition or approval from others?
  


3. Displaying God's Love in Daily Opportunities: Provide examples of everyday actions that display God's love to the world and the people around you; contrast those with things that Christians do that result in ‘more harm than good’.



4. The Bible says that the heart is desperately wicked [Jeremiah 17:9-10], but in the message we learned that God sees our heart in the service we offer to Him. According to scripture, how do our hearts change from wicked to pleasing God?



5. Labor of the Kohathites: How did the Kohathites through their labor demonstrate a willingness to risk their lives for the sake of God's presence impacting the world?  



6. According to 2 Timothy 3:12-14, what is the inevitability for those living godly in Christ Jesus, and how does it relate to our call to carry the Gospel message to the world?


7. Reflect on the challenge posed in the message to examine the motivation for living - whether for personal comfort or for the Lord.  Do an honest assessment of your walk. Who are you living this life for?


· Bonus: In what situations are you most willing to step out of your comfort zone to fulfill the call of Christ? Are there areas where you still struggle? Explain why.


Introspection: When was the last time you shared the Gospel with someone?


HOPE Prayer List – January 28, 2024
Prayers for our Church & Mission Partners

· For revival in the church, for spiritual protection over the ministry and God’s servants
· For the power of His hand on our ministry & members & NEW Laborers – opportunities to serve include ushers, welcome team, musicians, singers, children’s ministry, nursery worker, teen ministry, fellowship planners, soundboard technicians, website developers, maintenance and cleaning, and more!
· For our children’s and teen ministries. For our music ministry, our young adults, and all those in discipleship.
· For all to be involved in the work of the Lord - Matthew 28:19-20
· Pray for God’s direction with our future building. 

Prayers for God’s Healing and Provision
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· Brother James Robinson – needs a job
· Sara (Liz’s daughter-in-law) – treatment for breast cancer
· Derek Pantin (Christine’s brother-in-law) - stage 4 lung cancer, pray for treatment
· Tony – Ms Pearl’s son, needs healing, meds and surgery
· Phil Gandy – pain and God’s healing
· Chloe Dailey-tumor pressing on adrenal gland 
· Maddie’s dad Matt’s healing
· Bob—possible prostate cancer, pray for healing
· Cindy Hinson’s family – her grandmother passed this week
· Granny (Christine’s mom) – God’s grace and peace
· Yulia Nosova – healing from headaches & dizziness 
· Elena Cepeda – Complete healing from cancer
· Jun Rodrigo (our missionary to the Philippines) – cancer 
· Baby BJ - heart transplant (friend of Lauretta Boyd)
· Danoff Family, 3-yr old has Type-1 Diabetes
· Teresa Lambert – breast cancer
· Coby’s Dad, Robert, has blood cancer and his step mother, Martha, is in the hospital
· Chase Johnson (23 years old), aggressive intestinal cancer
· Pray for Francis, Joanne and Sam’s sister, to be able to gain weight and for her health to be restored
· Christian’s healing (stomach issues) 
· Alisa’s healing and recovery from her fall & seizures
· Karen Adams healing in her lungs
· Lanette, Susan Ray’s sister, PET scan shows spots on her chest, abdomen, and pelvis, she also has blood cancer.
· Safe pregnancy and delivery for Christine Vickery
· Lee Lee, diagnosed with endometrial cancer
· Theodore Faison—starting dialysis, has one kidney
· 


Prayers of Intercession: Changed Hearts, Spiritual Protection, and God’s Restoration & Grace


· Charley and family – her dad passed away on Saturday
· Please pray for all the prodigal children who need to be restored in the family of God.
· Ms Karen’s granddaughter Elliana’s aunt went to be with the Lord. 
· Direction in Carly’s life and career 
· Linda – pray for comfort, her friend passed this week
· Christian for a new job, over the tickets he has, and that he will return to Jesus 
· Tina-to stay focused on Jesus and rely on his strength 
· Pray for Ms Karen’s grandson (Baby Hill) to restore connections in her family.
· David (Alina’s husband) spiritual healing 
· Jack – pray for direction with his schooling
· Pray for spiritual growth of our ministry and the impact we have on the community.

Requests For Deliverance, Salvation, and Changed Hearts

Miko: Alan (son) and Rina (sister); Alana’s friends & family: Khubush, Nisit, Deo (dad), Jeewan (brother), Tesh and Kim; Dexter: Lecia and Jose; Izabel’s extended family; Karen’s children: Gandy and Tyler; Erik’s sister- Kristen & Javier and Erik’s cousin, Deb; Yulia’s mom- Inna, Olga & Bogdun; Tony (Alisa’s brother), Shane Adams and Aubrey; Nate Erdtmann (friend of Christine) Tony Buttrick’s friends and co-workers: Xheva Ahmeti, Ann, Sonja, and Bob Mansfield, Tom Ormseth, Madhuben, Charles Lang, Fatone (Serena’s husband, he is currently Muslim). Bri’s mom needs salvation and deliverance.
Have a prayer request to add or remove? Let us know by texting our HOPE text number: 980-341-2500
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