
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
131-Living in the Wilderness-Preached 03-24-2024 [Joshua 22:1-5]

Joshua 22:1-5 1Then Joshua called the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 2And said unto them, Ye have kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, and have obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you: 3Ye have not left your brethren these many days unto this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the Lord your God. 4And now the Lord your God hath given rest unto your brethren, as he promised them: therefore now return ye, and get you unto your tents, and unto the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side Jordan. 5But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of the Lord charged you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.

Key Points Today
1. A Pattern of Obedience
2. Unwavering Loyalty
3. Possession of Land
4. Instructions for Spiritual Success

Let’s revisit who these tribes are and why they are singled out from the rest of the Israelites. Before the crossed over the Jordan into Canaan…The Reubenites and the Gadites made a proposal to Moses in Numbers 32:1-5.

· God has repeatedly talked about the Promised Land… the land “flowing with milk and honey.”
· But because of what they saw, they chose the wilderness, settling for what looked good.
· Isn’t this like what many Christians do? Instead of striving for godliness and fellowship with God, they’re willing to settle for a facade of Christianity.
· Some Christian’s live lives that are hard to distinguish from the world.

2 Corinthians 5:12 12For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart.
· “Followers of Jesus” who live empty spiritual lives are hypocrites! 
· Reference Jeremiah 9:23-28 
· Jesus describes these kinds of people in Matthew 15:8 …their heart is far from me.
· And in the last days, Paul describes what this will look like in 2 Timothy 3:5.
· Remember that the O.T. is a picture book of the lessons God wants us to learn in our Christian lives.

For the last 40 years, their focus has been on surviving in the wilderness, they have not experienced God’s abundant provision. God sustained them but did not want to satisfy them, so that they would strive for the Promised Land.
· Nehemiah 9:21 21Yea, forty years didst thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that they lacked nothing; their clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled not.
· God does not want us to settle for the world. We should set our affections above. Colossians 3:2
· True peace is only found in fellowship with the Lord. The only place where a human soul can find rest on earth is on our Abundant Life (the Promised Land).

Mankind forever searches for answers to the questions of life. Where did I come from? Why am I here? Where will I go when I died? God has all the answers, but knowledge does not bring peace;  true peace is only found in Jesus Christ.
· We don’t need greater understanding, we need greater faith.

The two and 1/2 tribes will experience the miraculous things that God is going to do once they enter the Promised Land.
· Moses, following the Lord’s leading, makes the possession of the land conditional… “if’ they will fight alongside their brethren… “then” they will receive their land in the wilderness. Numbers 32:20-22
· Now in Joshua 22… the two and 1/2 tribes get the land outside of God’s will in the wilderness.

· Are there things in your life today, that are a result of decisions you made in your immaturity? We can honor God in spite of these things from our past…

Let’s now pay attention to how they have matured. The Reubenites, Gadites and the ½ tribe of Manasseh first established: 
1. A Pattern of Obedience, Joshua 22:1-2
· They fulfilled their vow that they made to Moses and assembled themselves to battle in Jericho. Joshua 4:12-13
· Over the next 7 years, they obeyed and followed Joshua’s commands.

Is our spiritual maturity displayed in our obedience to God’s word? Are we faithful followers of our Jesus?
To deal with the things that linger from the past… we must be obedient to God’s commands.

Their lives were marked by their:
2. An Unwavering Loyalty, Joshua 22:3
· They were loyal to God and to their brethren. Numbers 32:17-19
· Their land east of the Jordan had been conquered by the Israelites before they ever entered Canaan. 
· They had been separated from their families for 7 years. Great personal sacrifice was required.

God’s people thrive in unity, but the enemy is ALWAYS working to divide!

Because of their obedience and loyalty, the 2 ½ tribes are:
3. Entrusted to Possess their Land, Joshua 22:4
· Remember that this deal outside of the Promised Land was signed off on by Moses, not God.
· Sadly, some people believe that being “close” to God’s will is good enough. This was their choice… Parts of their land was less than 50 feet from the Promised Land!
· The Reubenites, Gadites and the ½ tribe of Manasseh bordered their enemies and faced constant danger. 

Can we see the picture for us? Are we teetering between deliverance and destructions?

Before they leave, Joshua, a picture of Jesus, gives them:
4. Instructions for Spiritual Success, Joshua 22:5 “take diligent heed…” Make these things your absolute priority.
· They will be vulnerable in their separation from other brothers and sisters… and this is true for us too!
· There is strength in unity.
· Our Joshua, Jesus Christ (facing off against His enemies), gave the same advice to His followers in Mark 12:30. 30And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

Joshua’s instructions…“5…to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.”

“If” we’ll put our trust in the Lord and obediently walk with Him, loving Him with our whole heart…
“Then” we’ll see that through His strength we can succeed against any enemy and overcome any temptation.

Do you love the Lord your God?
Are you walking in all of His ways?
Are you keeping His commandments?
Are you cleaving unto Him?
Are you serving Him with all of your heart?
Are you serving Him with all of your soul?

These instructions were given so that those who were vulnerable to the influences of evil so that they could stand strong for the Lord, even while “Living in the Wilderness”.
Wednesday Night Bible Study Questions

1. Reflect on a time when you settled for something that was less than God's best for you, similar to the 2 ½ tribes settling for the land outside the Promised Land. How has this decision impacted your spiritual journey since then, and what lessons did you learn from it?




2. When considering the spiritual maturity pictured in the obedience of the tribe’s faithfulness to follow Joshua’s commands. Please explain how your own maturity as a believer has translated into your daily walk with Christ.




Bonus: Please give a key verse that reflects an area where you have become increasingly more obedient and explain what’s changed in your heart.



3. Loyalty, both to God and to fellow believers, is highlighted as a crucial characteristic of the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh’s maturity. How do you demonstrate loyalty in your relationship with God as well as with others in your life? 



Bonus: Give a Biblical example from scripture of the type of loyalty you believe we should all model.


4. Evaluate Joshua's 5 instructions for spiritual success in your life (1. loving the Lord, 2. walking in His ways, 3. keeping His commandments, 4. cleaving unto Him, 5. serving Him with all your heart and soul). Now give another scripture that supports each of these instructions somewhere else in God’s word.  



Bonus: In which of these are you most excelling and in which do you feel you need the most improvement? 


5. Considering the importance of unity within the body of Christ, please lists some of the dangers you could foresee that would come as result of disunity. Support your answers with scripture.



6. Reflect on the vulnerability that comes with separation from fellow believers, as seen in the tribes dwelling apart from the rest of Israel. What are some verses you would turn to for spiritual encouragement if found yourself in a similar situation?  



Bonus: Please explain why the verses you chose impact you personally?
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