
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
133-A Form of Godliness, Joshua 22:9-10 (04-14-2024)

Today’s Message: “A Form of Godliness” 
Joshua 22:9-10 9And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh returned, and departed from the children of Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go unto the country of Gilead, to the land of their possession, whereof they were possessed, according to the word of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 10And when they came unto the borders of Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by Jordan, a great altar to see to.

1. Leaving Their Safety Behind [Reference Joshua 22:9]
· Imagine tens of thousands of armored men with all the riches we heard described in Joshua 22:8 
· It was always God’s intention that the Israelite people would live in Canaan. The distance and separation of the 2 and ½ tribes will be contrary to His plan. They are divided by distance and a physical barrier (the mountains and the Jordan).
· God’s dwelling in the Old Testament was the Tabernacle of God.

In the New Testament we learn that we as Believers are the Tabernacle of God1 Corinthians 3:16 16Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
· We become separated or distanced from God when we allow things to get between us and Him [1 Peter 1:14-15
· Christians who live almost completely secular lives are described as “…lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;”  in 2 Timothy 3:4 
· Modern day Believers place barriers between themselves and God and end up in the wilderness.

2. Claiming Their Home in the Wilderness [Reference Joshua 22:9]
· God reminds us that the land given to the 2 and 1/2 tribes was provided by Moses…. The will of man! [Reference Numbers 32:13… he made them wander in the wilderness forty years…]
· The “Wilderness” is always a place of trials.
· The Israelite’s trial was for 40 years. The number 40 is representative of trials and testing. Jesus was in the “wilderness” 40 days. Moses was on Mt. Sinai with God for 40 days. It rained for 40 days with Noah in the ark. When angels ministered to Elijah in the wilderness for 40 days. The number 40 appears 158 times in our Bible.
· By claiming Gilead and its surrounding territories, the 2 ½ tribes are choosing to live in trials.

The Lord will use our trials, like a refiner’s fire in our lives, to burn away that which is not pleasing to Him.
· With the Israelites over that 40 years, God removed all of the impurities leaving behind only Joshua and Caleb to lead His people. 
· After seeing all that happened in the “wilderness”, the Reubenites, Gadites and Half Tribe of Manasseh, still chose to make the “wilderness” their home!
· They had to fight to get the “wilderness” because the Promised Land was already theirs.

Numbers 32:29-30 29And Moses said unto them, If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben will pass with you over Jordan, every man armed to battle, before the Lord, and the land shall be subdued before you; then ye shall give them the land of Gilead for a possession: 30But if they will not pass over with you armed, they shall have possessions among you in the land of Canaan.
· If they’d chosen not to fight, God would have still given them their portion of the “Promised Land”. It was already theirs. 
· As a child of God, the “abundant Christian life”, the place of fellowship with God, our “spiritual Promised Land,” is already ours!
· If you’re struggling spiritually today, it’s not to gain your “Promised Land”, it’s to let go of the world!
· John 14:27 27Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
· Galatians 5:16 16This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
· James 4:7 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
· No fighting, just submitting…it’s already ours!
· The Reubenites, Gadites and the ½ tribe of Manasseh have fought and as a result, they have their “wilderness”.

· Establishing Their Own Altar [Reference Joshua 22:10] They built an altar.
A. Their Motivations…(see where they built it) 
· They knew that a land outside of Canaan would not be appropriate to honor God.
· Building this altar was not the Lord’s direction, it was their own creation.
· It was not even to honor God… it was to be seen. Notice the end of verse 10…“great altar to see to.”

B. Their Reasoning (What were they thinking?) [Reference Joshua 22:25-27]
· They built this altar as a “safety measure” to compensate for the godless choice they had made.
· They reasoned in their selfish hearts. Aren’t we guilty of doing the same?
· Is there Strife, Bitterness, Judgment, Immorality, or Chaos in your home?
· Establishing your home in the “wilderness” with the attitude that wicked influences or hypocritical behavior can be circumvented by regular church attendance or a Bible on the coffee table is just as delusional as these 2 ½ tribes setting up their “altar”. 
· There is no substitute for true worship, our kids see through us and so does our Savior.

The Israelites were called to worship God at the Tabernacle, the place of His design, that afforded true worship.
Remember that the Israelites… are a picture of us spiritually.

When Paul is referencing the time in the church just before the Lord’s return, he says this to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 
1This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

· Hypocrisy is a major problem in Christianity today. It drives people away from God.
· It is time to surrender our selfish desires and allow God to use us. We are here on a mission.

2 Corinthians 5:17 -21 17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 18And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 20Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 21For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

When we live a godly life both privately and publicly, God can use us to bring hope and healing to those broken in our community.

Our world desperately needs authentic Christians who display a true image of Christ, not just “A Form of Godliness.”










Wednesday Night Bible Study Questions – Service begins at 7PM
“A Form of Godliness”
 
1. As the Reubenties, Gadits and the ½ tribe of Manasseh made their way to their land, they would cross mount Ephraim, and the Jordan River. Placing not only distance between them and God, but barriers as well. What are some common barriers that Christians place between them and God?



Bonus: From a Biblical perspective, explain how Christians can remove these barriers. Please give at least one verse that supports your strategy.



2. Please explain the three divisions of the Tabernacle and do your best to explain how each division relates to us as the dwelling place of God’s Spirit in the church age.



3. Read Ephesians 4:29-32 and explain what’s meant in verse 30 when God says that we are “…sealed unto the day of redemption.”


Bonus: Verse 30 also mentions “grieving” the Spirit of God. Please explain what that means and give an example of how someone might do that.


4. In our message, we took note of the number 40 in scripture. Out of the 158 times it appears in the Bible, give an example that was not in the message which reveals that the number 40 is tied to trials or periods of testing.



Bonus: To the best of your ability, explain why you think God allow trials in the lives of His people. Please include a Biblical example to support your answer.


5. Through reading Numbers 32:29-30 we learned that the only way the 2 ½ tribes could receive their wilderness land, was if they fought in Canaan, but that if they didn’t fight, they would still receive the Promised Land. Explain what this teaches us about our Spiritual Promised Land.



6. Our last point was centered on the altar that the 2 ½ tribes made at the Jordan. It was their idea, their design and built for them instead of God. What are some of the religious things that we can do which are our ideas, our designs and ultimately are for us and not for God?


Bonus: If we recognize some of the self-serving religious things listed in our lives, how do we get back to sincere worship of the Lord?
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