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86 - Giants Falling, Joshua 11.21-23, Jan 29, 2023, Joshua 11:21-23 (01.29.23)

Joshua 11:21-23 21And at that time came Joshua, and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities. 22There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remained. 23So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested from war.

The Anakims are the same people that scared the Israelites from entering their “Promised Land” forty years earlier. 
· Numbers 13:30-33 30And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. 31But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. 32And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 33And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

· Numbers 14:1-4 1And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. 2And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! 3And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt? 4And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.

Joshua and Caleb were the only two who tried to convince the Israelites to take the Promised Land.
The Israelites trusted the word of men, over the word God. This happens today. People trust worldly solutions over God’s promises and His word. Are you walking with God to possess your “Promised Land”?

1 Corinthians 10:5 5But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

1. Conquered Their Fears [Reference Joshua 11:21]
· They have confronted and destroyed the giants. They destroyed the Anakims through the power of God!
· This could have been accomplished forty years earlier, if only they had walked by faith!
· 2 Corinthians 5:7 7(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) [This is what Joshua and the Israelites are modeling for us.] 
· They overcame the fears that held their parents in the wilderness.
· Do our fears guide us instead of our faith?

Numbers 14:6-10 6And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes: 7And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. 8If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 9Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.

a) Joshua & Caleb focused on the positive. “The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land.”
b) Joshua & Caleb put full faith in God’s promises. “If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us;”
c) Joshua & Caleb trusted in the Lord’s presence. “the Lord is with us:” 
d) Joshua & Caleb walked by “faith” and dismissed their “fear”. “…fear them not.” 

Joshua 11:6 6And the LORD said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of them: for to morrow about this time will I deliver them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt hough their horses, and burn their chariots with fire.

God said, “Be not afraid” and Joshua believed God.
We all have failures in our past where fear has gotten the best of us. We can either allow those failures to define us or we can trust the Lord.  Will our faith be determined by what appears to be true… Or will the Bible?
· John 8:32 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
· John 14:6 6Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

2. Work Yet to be Done [Reference Joshua 11:22]
· The strongholds held by the giants in this conquered portion of Canaan have been defeated.
· Yet the process of taking control of their “Promised Land” is an ongoing endeavor.

Exodus 23:29-30 29I will not drive them out from before thee in one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee. 30By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased, and inherit the land. 31And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee. 32Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. 33They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee.

The tribe of Judah is given the task of eliminating the giants in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod. Sadly, they do not complete their task.
[Goliath is from Gath; he stands in defiance to God’s army 500 years later.]

The Israelite’s job is to claim Canaan for God’s glory.

1 Corinthians 6:19 -20 19What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

Are we continuing the work of sanctification that the Lord started in us at salvation?  Paul said this at the end of his life… 
Philippians 3:14 14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

3. Becoming Stewards of God [Reference Joshua 11:23]
· God had divided Canaan among the 12 tribes, each tribe would receive their inheritance. They have never had land. They went from slaves to nomads. Now they are entrusted with stewarding land for God… to care for it, protect it, and keep it holy.
· The same is true for us. [Remember 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ]
· How are we stewarding all that God’s given us? Everything is His. 
· Psalms 24:1 1The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.

As “children of God” we’re going to give an account for what we do with the life He’s given us.
2 Corinthians 5:10 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

4. God’s Peace Prevailing [reference Joshua 11:23] “23…And the land rested from war.”
· The war-torn land of Canaan falls silent for now, but there will be battles ahead… There are more giants to address.
· We are to proclaim the truth of the Gospel in love and stand in defense of the word of God.
· As a local church, we should bring peace and rest to the troubled.

Are we experiencing true peace?

Do we seem at rest from spiritual warfare?

Are we gaining ground in our spiritual “promised land”?

Matthew 11:28 28Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Let Him “Give you rest”

The “Exodus generation” of Israelites ran from what they feared, their story was defeat.

This generation replaced their fear with faith in God and saw “Giants Falling”.

Whether we conquer our fears or we are conquered by them will be based on in whom we place our faith.

Will it be Us or God?

Giants Falling (Personal Bible Study Questions) – Bring this sheet to service on Wednesday at 7PM
Reference text Joshua 11:21-23

1. In the comparison between the generation of Israelites that came out of Egypt and those who finally crossed the Jordan, we noted that the vast majority perished in the wilderness having never experienced their Promised Land. Explain what it was that kept them from entering Canaan. Give at least one supporting verse that gives us an insight into their mindset.
	

	

	


Bonus: Has there been a time in your life where you responded like these fearful Israelites and missed out on something God had for you? If so, please explain the situation and your reasoning at the time. 
	


Bonus Bonus: If you could go back in time and be given a choice to make that decision again, would you make a different choice? Please explain.   
	

	



2. In facing the giants, Joshua and these Israelites overcame their people’s greatest fear. Please explain what allowed them to succeed, where their parents had failed.
	

	

	


Bonus: Give a Biblical example of someone from scripture overcoming something they greatly feared and explain how they succeeded.
	

	



3. in Numbers 14:6-9 Joshua and Caleb gave us insight into how to overcome something that we fear. Please list the 4 things they taught us in this passage and add any additional things that you see as well.
	

	

	


Bonus: In considering these steps to overcoming fear, please list in order from greatest to least how well you implement them in your life.
	

	



4. In our message, we asked the question “Will our faith be determined by what appears to be true or by what is Biblically true?” Please explain the difference.
	

	



5. Even though a large portion of Canaan had fallen, we saw that each tribe would be responsible to clean up the remainder of their territories themselves. In considering our personal responsibility to do the same when it comes to sin, why is this process so important?
	

	



6. When considering our stewardship of the lives God’s given us (Living them for Him), where do you feel that you’re being most successful, and where do you need the most improvement?
	

	



7. How does someone experience God’s peace in their lives? Please give answers for how both the lost and the saved can experience God’s peace.
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