
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua] 
88 - Reflecting on God's Goodness, Joshua 12,7-24 (02.12.23)

Joshua 12:7-24 7And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel smote on this side Jordan on the west, from Baal–gad in the valley of Lebanon even unto the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir; which Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel for a possession according to their divisions; 8In the mountains, and in the valleys, and in the plains, and in the springs, and in the wilderness, and in the south country; the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: 9The king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Beth–el, one; 10The king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one; 11The king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; 12The king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 13The king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; 14The king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15The king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 16The king of Makkedah, one; the king of Beth–el, one; 17The king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 18The king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one;
19The king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one; 20The king of Shimron–meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one; 21The king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 22The king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam of Carmel, one; 23The king of Dor in the coast of Dor, one; the king of the nations of Gilgal, one; 24The king of Tirzah, one: all the kings thirty and one.

Our focus today is on the faithfulness of God to complete His promise. This promise was first made to Abraham in 2,067 BC.
· Genesis 17:8 8And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
· Exodus 3:8 8And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
· Joshua 1:2 2Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.

God reassures Joshua… God will be the One who will deliver the whole country into their hands.
Unto this day, Israel is surrounded by enemies on every side yet exists as a sovereign nation once again. God keeps His promises!

When it comes to our possession of the “Spiritual Promised Land” God intends for us to inhabit, a place of peace and rest with God where we live in obedience to His commands, you and I are the variable.
· Romans 8:29-31 29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
· Ephesians 2:10 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
· God wants to walk in fellowship with humanity and deliver victory in our battles.

Let’s have a closer look at the text…
1. Their LAND: God describes these defeated kings, based upon the land they controlled and the regions they inhabited. [Joshua 12:7-8]
· Their LINEAGE: All of these 31 kings are descendants of Noah’s son Ham {8…the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:”} who were cursed through Canaan. Genesis 9:25 25And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.
2. Their LORDSHIP: The Lord identifies them from their seats of power… their thrones! [Joshua 12:9-24]

Think of the battles that rage between our carnal nature and our spiritual one.
There are kings that must be defeated in us! Kings, who have… “Land”, “Lineage” and “Lordship” in us.

Romans 1:29-32 29Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

2 Corinthians 4:4 4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

Ephesians 2:2 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

Just like Canaan, our “LAND” is wicked.
Because of the world’s influences, many Christians struggle with Pornography, Adultery, Gossip, Fornication, Envy, Hatred, Addiction, Theft… How’s your “LAND”? Your Heart and Mind… Is it filled with corruption and hidden sin? Or is it a place that speaks of the power of God defeating wickedness?

How about our “LINEAGE”? Many Christians struggle with the deep seated ties to their pasts. 
The Gibeonites were also descendants of Canaan but they chose to make peace with God.
And when we chose Christ, He changed our lineage… Changing our bloodline, from godless and hopeless… to children of THE KING!

2 Corinthians 5:17 17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Our world is filled with “Christians” who are Christians by title alone because their lives don’t speak of God’s goodness!

Romans 8:37-39 37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We are more than Conquerors! Don’t lose sight of Whose we are!
· Matthew 9:22 22But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.
· Matthew 14:36 36And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole.
· Matthew 15:28 28Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.
· Luke 17:19 19And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.
· John 5:15 15The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole.
· Embrace who you are in Christ and let go of the past.

Our “LORDSHIP” the seat of power! The throne of our hearts and lives.
· Joshua systematically removed the wicked rulers who were entrenched in Canaan.
· God has called us to be holy, to strive against “wickedness” every day.
· Ephesians 4:21-27 21If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 25Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 26Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 27Neither give place to the devil.

Our hearts are to be ruled by our Savior.
· Psalms 37:23-24 23The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. 24Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.
· Psalms 119:105 105Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
· If Jesus is not on the throne of our hearts, it is because that seat is already taken. Maybe it is lust, anger, jealousy, bitterness, worthlessness, or self… whatever it may be, Jesus needs to have the seat of LORDSHIP in our lives.

Do you remember the word God said after every king?...  “one”
Through the power of God, Joshua defeated those kings one at a time.
We will defeat the sins entrenched in us…  not by a blanket war on sin, by dealing with each one individually.

Let’s live victorious lives as Children of the King…
“Reflecting on God’s Goodness”


Wednesday Night Bible Study Questions 02/15/2023
Reference: Joshua 12:7-24

1. In our message, we discussed the fact that possession of our spiritual “Promised Land” (Peace and fellowship with God) was not contingent upon God’s faithfulness, but ours. Please supply at least one supporting text that confirms our personal responsibility to seek God and His holiness.
	

	

	



2. What we found in our passage, was that Joshua’s story was one of victory. If you were going to recount your story up till now, would it be one of victory or defeat? Please explain. 
	

	

	



3. As the Lord described the evil defeated in the Israelite’s “Promised Land”, He did so using three different categories. Please list these categories and explain each.
	

	

	


Bonus: Now use those same three categories that were used to describe their adversaries in their physical “Promised Land” to describe those in your spiritual “Promised Land”. (How does evil try to manifest itself in your Christian walk?)

4. When it comes to considering the impact that our wicked world has on us, what are some practical things we can do to limit its influence on us?
	

	

	


Bonus: Where do you feel that you are most vulnerable to the world’s influence?

Bonus Bonus: Search the Bible and write out a verse that you can stand on and apply that God can use to bring victory in this area of weakness in your spiritual walk.

5. As we consider the origins of those areas where sin creeps into our walk with God, please take some time to consider how much you’re allowing your past to impact your present. 
	

	

	


Bonus: Read Philippians 3:13-17 and explain what Paul is communicating to us about the past.
	

	


6. When we considered the “Lordship” that’s in place in our spiritual “Promised Land”, many of us can relate to the battle for control that was pictured for us through Joshua’s campaign to conquer Canaan. Please explain from a personal standpoint why it’s so difficult to keep the Lord on the throne of our hearts.
	

	

	



7. As God revealed to us through the text, if we’re to defeat wickedness and its influence in our spiritual “Promised Land”, it’s to be done by dealing with them one at a time. List the top 3 areas in your Christian walk that you need to address and write out your gameplan for defeating each one.
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