
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua] 
89 - Unfinished Business, Joshua 13:1-7 (02.26.23)

Joshua 13:1-7 1Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. 2This is the land that yet remaineth: all the borders of the Philistines, and all Geshuri,
3From Sihor, which is before Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron northward, which is counted to the Canaanite: five lords of the Philistines; the Gazites, and the Ashdothites, the Eshkalonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites: 4From the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that is beside the Sidonians, unto Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites: 5And the land of the Giblites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrising, from Baal–gad under mount Hermon unto the entering into Hamath. 6All the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon unto Misrephoth–maim, and all the Sidonians, them will I drive out from before the children of Israel: only divide thou it by lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded thee. 7Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance unto the nine tribes, and the half tribe of Manasseh,

Today we will see that God reminds Joshua of the following:
1. You Need Me, Now More Than Ever
2. Keep Your Eyes On Completing Your Mission
3. Don’t Underestimate Your Enemy’s Strength
4. Trust Me For The Victory
5. Your Job Is to Do My Will

1. You Need Me Now More Than Ever. [Joshua 13:1a]
· God is reminding Joshua that he’s not to depend upon himself.

· 2 Corinthians 12:9 9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
· Hear what God’s saying, “…my strength is made perfect in weakness….” God’s strength is manifested in its greatest form through our weakness.
· Romans 8:37 37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

2. Keep Your Eyes on Completing Your Mission [Joshua 13:1b]
· In life “There’s Good”, there’s “Better”, and there’s “Best”.
· God always desires what is BEST for us.

· Jeremiah 29:11 11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
· Colossians 3:1 1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. God called us to Holiness!
· 1 Peter 1:14-16 14As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

God set Himself as the standard of holiness… we must stop comparing ourselves to other people in the pursuit of holiness.

Somehow… “good” has become enough for us instead of striving for what is “best”.

· Isaiah 55:2 2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Isaiah is telling us to “set our affection on things above” and the Church is to do the same thing.
· Colossians 3:2 2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

3. Don’t Underestimate Your Enemy’s Strength [Joshua 13:2-6]
· There are threats/sin all throughout Canaan that still need to be conquered.
· Romans 3:23 23For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Every broken relationship: Marriage, Friendships, Parent and Child, Brother and Sister… started with a tiny, tiny crack…
God’s warning to Joshua is to take the threats that remain seriously. Address it and submit it to God.

Galatians 6:7-8 7Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

4. Trust Me for the Victory [Joshua 13:6b]
· God is saying… “Remember, that I’m the One who’ll deliver the victory.”
· We must submit the threats in our lives to the Almighty God!

1 Samuel 17:45-47 45Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD'S, and he will give you into our hands.

THE BATTLE IS THE LORD’S!!
Malachi 3:6 6For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

5. Your job is to Do My Will [Joshua 13:6c-7]
· God wants His people to possess their “Promised Land” and in order for that to happen Joshua must do what God has commanded.
· God said in Joshua 13:6 “…only divide thou it by lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded thee. 
“Only!” You have one job Joshua!
This is a matter of faith and obedience.

Do we really believe that God knows what’s best for us…
Or are we in our pride holding onto the delusion that we know what is best for us?
The “god of this world” will affirm that delusion through worldly influences.

· James 3:15 15This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.
· If the word of God is not our source of wisdom and instruction then we will follow the devilish world.
· We won’t be rooted in Biblical truth.
· We may even spiritualize our will over God’s while making it sound godly… But it won’t be rooted in Biblical truth.

If how we live doesn’t line up with scripture, then it is NOT the WILL of GOD.

The Lord’s informing Joshua that his primary responsibility is to do “as I have commanded thee!”

Jesus said in John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

Are our “life choices” according to God’s will… Or are they according to ours?

We must keep our eyes on the mission, and we cannot underestimate the power of the enemy… our “Adversary”.

Will we live our Christian lives obediently, making God’s priorities ours and trusting Him for the victory?

Or will we be so consumed with what we want that we’ll leave what God had for us to do as
“Unfinished Business”?



“Unfinished Business” (Bible Study Questions for our Wednesday 7PM Service)
Reference Text: Joshua 13:1-7

1. In considering the reminders God gave Joshua in this passage, the first thing He told him was how important it was for him to remain dependent upon Him. Joshua was at a point of weakness. In your times of weakness, do you find it easy to be dependent upon God? If so, please explain why, and if the answer is no, please explain why that’s the case.
	

	

	

	


2. Please search the Bible and for a reference that clearly teaches this principle of dependence upon God. Then write a brief explanation in your own words, describing what the verse is saying.  
	

	

	

	


3. If God allowed you to end up in a situation where you were truly powerless to help yourself, would you consider this a good thing or a bad thing? Please explain.
	

	


Bonus: Have you ever been in such a situation? And how did you handle it?
	

	


4. Many times when we find ourselves in the midst of conflict and we lose sight of our mission to reach the world with the Gospel. Why is this the case and what can we do to combat it?
	

	


5. Have you ever settled for less than what God intended for you? Take time to consider the mindset that caused you to do so and do your best to communicate the factors that got you to that point.
	

	

	


Bonus: Who in the Bible settled for less than God had for them and what were their results?
	

	



6. As the Lord defined all that was yet to be accomplished in Canaan, we came to the realization that even though the kingdoms had fallen, there were still enemies throughout the land. God was reminding Joshua to not underestimate the danger they posed. In regard to sin in our lives, why is it so dangerous to underestimate it?
	

	

	


7. Please give a Biblical example of someone who fulfilled God’s will for them and share the results of their faithfulness.
	

	

	


Bonus: Knowing what God’s will is for our lives (be ye holy, for I am holy) why do we struggle with keeping His commandments?
	

	


Introspection: What things are you doing on a daily basis to be prepared to take more ground in your “Promised Land” (Holiness)?
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