
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
137-Be Careful Who You Trust [Joshua 22:27-29] 06-23-2024 

Today’s message from Joshua 22:27-29 is a caution against deceptive appearances and superficial faith. It highlights how the tribes east of the Jordan built an altar resembling the Lord's, claiming unity in service but risking idolatry. Through biblical parallels like Adam blaming Eve and Paul's exhortations, it underscores the importance of genuine faith and discernment of true godliness (Matthew 7:20). Emphasizing Romans 8:28-29 and 8:35-37, it assures victory in Christ but warns against moral compromise. This account urges us to be vigilant against false appearances, stressing God's truth as the only trustworthy standard amidst deception and temptation. We are to be careful of who we trust.

Joshua 22:27-29 27But that it may be a witness between us, and you, and our generations after us, that we might do the service of the Lord before him with our burnt offerings, and with our sacrifices, and with our peace offerings; that your children may not say to our children in time to come, Ye have no part in the Lord. 28Therefore said we, that it shall be, when they should so say to us or to our generations in time to come, that we may say again, Behold the pattern of the altar of the Lord, which our fathers made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between us and you. 29God forbid that we should rebel against the Lord, and turn this day from following the Lord, to build an altar for burnt offerings, for meat offerings, or for sacrifices, beside the altar of the Lord our God that is before his tabernacle.

The 2 ½ tribes described this division in Joshua 22:25 25For the Lord hath made Jordan a border between us and you, ye children of Reuben and children of Gad; ye have no part in the Lord: so shall your children make our children cease from fearing the Lord.

Adam saw himself as a victim when God questioned him for eating the forbidden fruit in Eden. Genesis 3:12 12And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

We can be victims or claim the truth of Romans 8:28-29 28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Children of God are victorious through Christ! Romans 8:35-37 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

1. Common Ground is Established [Reference Joshua 22:27-28]
· Take notice of how the spokesman points to their service of the LORD, establishing common ground around both their:
A. Shared Service “27…service of the LORD before him…”
B. Shared Identity “28…that your children may not say to our children in time to come, Ye have no part in the LORD.”

The Spiritual equivalent of God’s command to the Israelites to possess the Promised Land is for us to possess the “abundant life” Jesus came to give to us. John 10:10b …I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

We can’t dabble with sin and be in fellowship with Christ! 1 Peter 1:14-16 14As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

· With believers like this, Paul advised Timothy to turn away from them. 2 Timothy 3:5b …from such turn away.
· Jesus said our fruit reveals our true character in Matthew 7:20
· What does your life say about your faith and loyalty to God?

2. Affirm their Actions [Reference Joshua 22:28]
· They affirm that this altar displays their heart of worship and it will become a symbol of holiness for generations to come.
· The standard of holiness dropped! This eventually became their gateway to idolatry and in time, they lose everything!
· God brought judgment upon their disobedience and betrayal. [Reference 1 Chronicles 5:25-26]

The compromises made in the past eventually become the standards of the present. This pattern of moral degradation is nothing new. God has given us the liberty to interact with and be a part of the world, so that we can reach it, not for the occasion to sin! Galatians 5:13 13For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.

3. Criticism is Diverted [Reference Joshua 22:29]
· “God forbid!” “29 God forbid that we should rebel against the LORD, and turn this day from following the LORD,…”
· They are saying “How could you even think that of us?” Because they really believe that they are godly!
· Their spokesman wants them to ignore the evidence of what they are doing and trust what they are saying, but remember what Jesus taught in Matthew 7:20 20Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
· Joshua 22:28 28…Behold the pattern of the altar of the Lord, which our fathers made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between us and you. They made their “altar” just like the one at the Tabernacle to mimic the worship of God, but it wasn’t real. 

That’s how we could describe many Christians’ individual walk with God in this day and age. It can look authentic and even sound authentic when they describe it but, it’s not real!

· They will point to common ground, affirm their actions as right, and divert criticism by restating their case. 
· Have you ever made a similar argument perhaps to someone else or even yourself? 
· Trying desperately to appear godly, when in your heart you knew you weren’t.
· Many Christians are more concerned with what people think than what God thinks.

· 2 Timothy 3:13 13But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.
· There are most certainly “evil men” and “seducers” alive and well in our world today, twisting the truth for their own personal gain. We see them in the world and in the church and if we’re not careful to stay close to God, we’ll see them in the mirror staring back at us.

· The only One we can trust is God. His character, His word, and His Spirit are ALWAYS true!
· Imposters will come along to influence you and to lure you into sin.
· We must be cautious.
· Look for evidence of godliness.

· 1 John 4:1 1Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

God is warning each one of us to “Be Careful Who We Trust.”



Key Dates and Upcoming Events
Please come to Wednesday night Bible Study at 7PM
Next Sunday, June 30: Church Fellowship (Potluck) – invite your friends and family. Please sign up to bring something.
Prayer Fast coming up on Tuesday July 2- Wednesday July 3
Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, July 20 at 9AM – Pastor’s house
Baptism Sunday on July 14 (Please text Pastor if you have questions 704-562-1019)








Wednesday Night Bible Study Questions
“Be Careful Who You Trust” Joshua 22:27-29

1. Having heard the argument, the spokesman for the 2 ½ tribes made in defense of their altar; we can see him manipulating the facts to fit the story he wants to portray. Please give another instance in scripture where someone manipulated the facts to their advantage.


Bonus: In a situation where someone is masterfully manipulating the facts to create a narrative they want us to see, what can we do to maintain clarity in regard to the situation? 


Give three Biblical strategies and support with scripture.

	1.

	2.

	3. 

2. Our natural response to being confronted with something we’ve done from a place of selfishness is to defend our actions. Why do you think this is the case and where do you think it comes from? 


Bonus: Can you think of a time in your life when you defended a selfish action? How do you feel about your defense today and what did you learn from that experience?


3. The Lord taught us in Matthew 7:20 “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” To the best of your ability, please explain what you believe God is teaching us here. If possible, support your answer with scriptural references or examples.



4. What do you think Paul meant in 2 Timothy 3:5 when he advised Timothy to “turn away” from carnal believers who weren’t truly following God?



Bonus: Has there been a time in your life when you’ve had to follow Paul’s advice and turn away from similar believers? Please explain.



5. In our message, we talked about how compromises in the short-term ultimately end up having long term negative effects. When looking at our society today, please list some areas of compromise that you’ve observed and explain the long-term results.



Bonus: Can you think back to a time in your Christian life when you compromised your walk with God in order to fulfill yourself? What did you learn through that failure and how did God use it to shape you?     



6. Between someone deceiving us or us deceiving ourselves, which one do you think is more dangerous and why?
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