
A Life Lived for God [The Book of Joshua]
138-Trusting a Trojan Horse [Joshua 22:30-33] 06-30-2024 

In today’s message, "Trusting a Trojan Horse," Pastor David addresses the themes of deception and compromise within a biblical context. He recounts the story of two and a half Israelite tribes who built an altar outside the promised land to convince others they were still devoted to God, though their actions suggested otherwise. Pastor David cautions us against being misled by pleasing words instead of solid evidence. Today's message underscores the importance of seeking God's guidance through prayer and Bible study, rather than relying on human reasoning. It warns against the dangers of compromising biblical standards to align with cultural norms or to achieve peace. Just as the Israelites and the Trojans fell prey to evil disguised as good due to their lack of discernment, Pastor David's insights will help us avoid similar pitfalls. 

Joshua 22:30-33 “30 And when Phinehas the priest, and the princes of the congregation and heads of the thousands of Israel which were with him, heard the words that the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the children of Manasseh spake, it pleased them. 31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the children of Manasseh, This day we perceive that the LORD is among us, because ye have not committed this trespass against the LORD: now ye have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of the LORD. 32 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes, returned from the children of Reuben, and from the children of Gad, out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought them word again. 33 And the thing pleased the children of Israel; and the children of Israel blessed God, and did not intend to go up against them in battle, to destroy the land wherein the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.”

Phinehas and all the delegates were convinced by the 2 ½ tribe’s spokesman; discounting what they saw, they listened to what they heard and were…

1. Pleased by What They Heard [Reference 22:30]
· No mention of any evidence of “godliness” outside of the “altar”.
· James 1:14-15 “14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” 
· This is what Satan wants for your life.… He wants you to have a story of darkness and death.
· For spiritual discernment we should search God’s word and pray for His guidance.
· James 1:5 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” 

Did Phinehas or anyone seek the Lord’s guidance? We don’t see any indicators of them seeking God’s counsel.
· Satan is the best salesman who’s ever been!  His approach will be pleasing to our ears. And he may present a “Trojan Horse” in the form of: relationships, hobbies, careers, substance, and more!
· 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 “13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” 

Reference how Jesus described the Devil in John 8:44. “…for he is a liar, and the father of it.” 
So, in order to not fall prey to deception, we must earnestly seek truth.

2. Believed What They Heard [Reference Joshua 22:31]
· Phinehas and his team fully accept the justification given for the altar. Taking the words from the spokesman as proof of God’s presence: “…This day we perceive that the LORD is among us,…”
· “…because ye have not committed this trespass against the LORD:”
· Not committing sin does not mean that we are walking in fellowship with God.
· Fellowship with God which is Pictured in the “Promised Land” is not about controlling sin, it’s about surrendering to God.
· Galatians 5:16 “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” 
· Proverbs 3:5-7 “5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways Acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.” 

The Israelites seal their own fate and set themselves on the course of their eventual destruction by accepting the division of Israel.
The 2 ½ tribes, motivated by fear, told Phinehas and the delegates what they wanted to hear. Unwittingly, presenting them with a “Trojan Horse” that contained their destruction.

There are plenty of “believers” who have compromised what’s Biblical in order to fit into our current culture.

· There is no way to walk with God while compromising to sin. 
· James 4:4 “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
· Will we believe what culture tells us even if it’s contrary to God’s word?
· The Israelite people, are a metaphor or picture of the individual believer. They picture for us the internal struggle that all believers face between the flesh and the spirit. 
· James 1:8 “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”
· Remember what God promised us in Galatians 5:16  

3. Repeated What They Heard [Joshua 22:32-33]
· Now, Phinehas and the boys have become the salesmen themselves. The “Trojan Horse” (the altar) that makes their division okay is reported back to the rest of the Israelites not as a danger, but as a symbol of victory and peace.
· This division they accepted through that “altar will be the open door that Satan will use to usher in their destruction.

What are you letting into:


· 
2
	
· Your life?
· Your mind?
· Your family?
· Your marriage
· Your heart?


Is it godly or is it wickedness, wrapped in a disguise, as a seductive “lure” customized to draw you away from God.

· We need to use Spiritual discernment which will only come from dedicating ourselves to the things of God.
· Without spiritual discernment, we may be like the Israelites and the Trojans and be deceived and destroyed/

Let it not be the story of our lives that we were defeated because of “Trusting a Trojan Horse”.



Key Dates and Upcoming Events

Please come to Wednesday night Bible Study at 7PM
Today! Church Fellowship (Potluck) – Everyone is welcome to stay.
Prayer Fast coming up on Tuesday July 2- Wednesday July 3
We will have dinner to break our fast on Wednesday at 6PM for all who come to service.
Fellowship Breakfast on Saturday July 6 at 9AM – see Bob Wolfe if you have questions.
Car Wash – Teen Fundraiser for Arise – Saturday July 13th 
Baptism Sunday on July 14 (Please text Pastor if you have questions 704-562-1019)
Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, July 20 at 9AM – Pastor’s house






Wednesday Night Bible Study Questions
“Trusting a Trojan Horse” Joshua 22:30-33

1. Using the analogy of the “Trojan Horse” we recognized dangers that can find their way into people’s lives under the guise of be nonthreatening or even appealing. Can you think of an example from scripture, where something dangerous came hidden behind a façade of something appealing?


Bonus: How might the individual from your example have been able to recognize the danger before it hurt them?


Bonus Bonus: Explain the impact that the deception had on the person or persons from your example and describe the longterm effect it had on them.


2. Satan is very good at telling us what we want to hear. Can you share a time in your life, that you can look back on in retrospect and clearly see Satan’s fingerprints on something or someone that negatively impacted your life? Explain.



Bonus: What made them successful at gaining your trust?


3. Give at least 2 references that highlight the importance of being mindful of hidden dangers.




4. What are some “Trojan Horses” in our world today that you believe people can be fooled by that could negatively impact their relationship with the Lord? (List at least 4)




5. Our culture is constantly trying to sway our viewpoint when it comes to sinfulness and what it means to serve God. Can you give an example of someone, you either know personally or know of, that has allowed the culture to pull them further from God? What do you think made them vulnerable?


Bonus: Has there been a time in your Christian life that you allowed the culture of the world to impact or even redirect your walk with God? If so, how did it happen and how did you get back on track?
  



6. In order to recognize deception, it’s absolutely crucial that we know the truth. Search scripture and list at least 3 references pointing to the importance of knowing God’s word.



Bonus: What strategies do you personally employ to ensure that you are pouring the truth into yourself to combat the world’s influence?  
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