
“A Life Lived for God” [The Book of Joshua]
“Fair Warning” (Part 1) Joshua 23:11-13, August 4, 2024


In Joshua 23:11-13, Joshua shifts from encouraging the Israelites to warning them about future trials and temptations, a transition made by God to prepare them—and us—for the challenges ahead. Just as human weaknesses persist through history, the need to heed such warnings remains crucial for overcoming them and living victoriously in faith.

1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 

Like the Israelites of old, we must remain vigilant against anything that can draw us away from our Heavenly Father. Thus, we should listen to and accept Joshua’s challenge to:
1. Love God
2. Remain Faithful to God
3. Heed the Warnings of God
4. Avoid the Enemy’s Traps

Joshua 23:11-13 11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the LORD your God.  12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you: 13 Know for a certainty that the LORD your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you.

1. Joshua's first challenge to the people is to Love God [Reference Joshua 23:11]

· To understand what Joshua means by "love," we need to investigate its scriptural meaning, starting with the "Law of First Mention," where the term first appears in Genesis 22:2 when God calls out to Abraham. 
· “Love” is directly linked to sacrifice unto God.
· John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
· The N.T. “Principle” and the O.T. “Picture” what Jesus describes to Nicodemus in John 3 was pictured in Abraham and Isaac over 2,000 years earlier.
· Genesis 22:7-8 “And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.”
· Genesis 22:13 “And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.” (A substitutionary sacrifice)
· 600 years later, God delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt by the blood of a sacrificial lamb and death would Passover them. The Israelites were freed from their bondage, by the blood of a lamb. When John the Baptist announced the arrival of Jesus, he said in John 1:29 “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Through His blood and sacrificial death on the cross, the Lamb of God, set us free of bondage! Colossians 1:14 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” 
· The ultimate expression of love was Jesus sacrificial death for the covering of sin!

· Adam and Eve’s choice to love themselves over God brought sin and death. The first sacrifice of an innocent life was made to cover sin. Genesis 3:21 “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” Genesis 2:25 “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” Proverbs 27:26 “The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are the price of the field.” 

Joshua warns them to have ears to hear! Love God!

· We are to love God sacrificially. Loving God sacrificially means making a spiritual rather than a physical sacrifice. Like Adam and Eve, who were given free will to choose God over their own desires, we are called to deny our fleshly urges in favor of God's will. This spiritual sacrifice involves resisting evil and choosing righteousness, as described by Paul in Romans 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 

Will we choose to love God?…or Will we choose to love ourselves?

· John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 
· The way we display and prove our love for God is through our obedience to His word.
· Luke 9:23-24 23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.

Jesus teaches that as believers, if we cling to our worldly desires instead of seeking His will, we miss out on the abundant spiritual life He desires for us and only experience the temporal. However, if we deny ourselves and seek His will, we will truly live. This is where our sacrifice occurs. Following His command in Luke 9:23 to "take up his cross daily" means embracing spiritual death to self, not physical crosses, and fully following Him. Jesus commands “Follow me!” on 15 different occasions.

· It was “love” that put our Savior on His cross. A sacrificial love that required denial of self and obedience to the Father. Luke 22:41-42 “41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.”
· What caused Him to do this? Love
· Joshua, said it this way… Joshua 23:11 “Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the LORD your God.”
· Jesus said it this way John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 

Are you earnestly striving to keep God’s commandments?
Mark 12:30-31 “30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.” Are you loving your family? Are you loving your coworkers? Are you loving the lost world?

Our spiritual victories all hinge on our love relationship with God.
· Hebrews 12:6-8 “6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.” 

The Lord’s instructed us in what to do and even helps guide us along the way. The Bible describes people in the last days as being…

2 Timothy 3:4-6 “4…lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:...”

Will we love God and deny ourselves?
or
Will we love ourselves and deny God?

Upcoming Events: 
Churchwide Fast on Aug 6-7 (Tuesday 6PM to Wednesday 6PM) – Prayer Meeting on Wed at 6PM
Ladies Retreat: September 12-14, cost is $200. Deposit of $100 is due by Aug 11, final payment due by Sept 11


Reflective Bible Study Questions for “Fair Warning, Part-1” Joshua 23:11-13

1. In considering the connection between God’s love and sacrifice, that we mentioned on Sunday, please give another Biblical example (Not used in the message) that reflects this connection.




Bonus: What impact do you believe it should have on believers to understand that God considers love to be giving of oneself?




Bonus Bonus: Why do you think God places so much emphasis of on personal sacrifice?



2. As we considered what our sacrifice should look like from a Biblical perspective, please do your best to give a real-world example of at least three things someone could give up in order to show God their love for Him.




3. Read Luke 9:23-24 and describe what the Lord is telling His followers.





4. Upon considering the Old Testament pictures pointing to the sacrifice of Christ for the sins of man. Outside of the covering for sin in Genesis 3, Abraham and Issac in Genesis 22 and the exodus of Israel, can you give another Old Testament picture that points to Jesus sacrifice?




5. In displaying our love for God through personal sacrifice, we will impact the lives of others. Please give at least 2 scripture references that point to the impact our lives should have.




6. In considering that life is a series of choices, please do your best to give a list of daily choices believers get to make that can either display our love for God or love for self.




Introspection: What in your life is hindering your display of love to God and how are you addressing this issue?
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