
“A Life Lived for God” [The Book of Joshua]
Fair Warning, Part-2, Joshua 23:11-13 (August 11, 2024)

Review from last week… 
Leviticus 20:24 “But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people.” 
John 10:10 “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

Today, we continue in Joshua 23:11-13, picking back up with Joshua’s challenge to his brethren, as he knows his time on earth is coming to an end. He’s doing his best to prepare them to succeed in doing God’s will for them to fully possess the land of Canaan.

 Joshua’s challenge to:
1. Love God (covered last week in part-1)
2. Remain Faithful to the Lord 
3. Heed the Warnings of God

Joshua 23:11-13 11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the LORD your God.  12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you: 13 Know for a certainty that the LORD your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you.

When it comes to fleshly lures and decisions fueled by emotion, no matter how articulate the warning, people tend to do what they want to do. What we see in Joshua’s appeal is a specific prohibition against romantic relationships with the Canaanites.

2. Joshua’s challenge for God’s people to Remain Faithful to the Lord [Joshua 23:12]
· Joshua is dealing with the lure of sensual lust.
· In Numbers 25 we see an account of Israelite men committing fornication with Moabite women, in direct rebellion of God!
· This was a trap set by the enemy to get them to destroy themselves, using the lure of sexual gratification. The Lord teaches us about this event when He writes to the church of Pergamos in Revelation 2:14 
· “But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.” 
· This was the avenue that king Balak used to draw the Israelites into disobedience.

Numbers 25:1-9 “1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab. 2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods. 3 And Israel joined himself unto Baal–peor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Israel. 5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baal–peor. 6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 7 And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand; 8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel. 9 And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.” 

Joshua and many of these Israelites would have witnessed this whole event in Numbers 25.

· This reveals the blinding power of seduction. 
· Proverbs 7:21-23 “21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; 23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.” 
· It is a desire for personal fulfillment. Proverbs 7:16-18 “16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. 17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves.” 

Proverbs is doctrinally warning of the dangers of False Religion.

· 2 Timothy 3:1-4 “1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;”

· Satan’s entire strategy is focused on luring us away from our faithful relationship with Christ. We are to remain faithful to our Savior and not allow ourselves to be seduced by the world.
· God warns us to be in 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

3. Joshua challenges God’s people to Heed the Warnings of the Lord [Joshua 23:13]

· It’s those last 8 words… “…which the LORD your God hath given you.” The “Promised Land” is already theirs!
· God’s done everything to give them a life filled with abundance and blessings, all they have to do is remain faithful.
· In their unfaithfulness, God will lift His hand of blessing off them.  He is a jealous God.
· Deuteronomy 8:19-20 “19 And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish. 20 As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be obedient unto the voice of the LORD your God.” 
· The Israelites will struggle in remaining faithful to God. It’s through the doorway of disobedience to God that Satan gets access to the hearts of believers. And God will let them fall.
· Consequences! Just like obedience brings the consequence of blessings; disobedience brings consequences of judgment.
· Sowing and Reaping. Galatians 6:7-8 “7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

Did you notice how Joshua described the corruption that would follow their unfaithfulness? “13…but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land…”

What looks like a source of pleasure today will prove itself to be the source of your pain and suffering in the future. It will become snares, traps, scourges and thorns… a source of torment.

· Whatever Satan uses to draw us away from God, it might seem harmless, even pleasurable and fulfilling, but if it’s drawing your heart away from your Savior, it’s just a matter of time before it will reveal itself for what it really is: the source of your own destruction.
· 1 Timothy 2:4 “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”

Jesus is a redeemer, a healer, and restorer! Turn to Him!

He’s given us “Fair Warning,” what happens from today forward will reveal whether we were listening.


All members, we need you for 10 minutes after service for a quick follow-up on last week’s business meeting.


“Fair Warning - Part 2”
(Bible Study Questions – Please Complete these and join us on Wednesday at 7PM for discussion)

1. Upon considering what we learned last week about the kind of love we should have towards God (Sacrificial), has the way you display your love toward Him changed? If so, please explain how it’s changed and why. 




2. This week Joshua continued his warning, pointing to the importance of faithfulness to God. Describe from a Biblical perspective what a faithful relationship with the Lord should look like.




Bonus: Why do you think remaining faithful is so difficult for believers in our day and age?




3. What are some of the techniques that the enemy uses to draw Christians away from an intimate relationship with God? Please give at least 5 specific things that you’ve witnessed that draw believers away from the Lord.




4. When a believer is convicted over their unfaithfulness to God, they experience godly sorrow. Please read 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 and describe the difference between godly sorrow and the sorrow of the world.




5. In addressing unfaithfulness, Joshua directed the Israelites to the consequences that would follow their infidelity. Give a Biblical example of someone who became disobedient to God and describe the ultimate consequences they faced as result.




Bonus: What did the example you gave above teach you about God and the way He deals with His own?




6. The principle of “Sowing and Reaping” described in Galatians 6:7-8 is very clear. If that’s the case, then why do you think so many people continue to make decisions without considering the consequences? 




Introspection: In your own walk with the Lord, would you consider yourself to be faithful? If so, how? And if not, then what do you think you should change in your life? 




	[bookmark: RANGE!B1:C36]HOPE BAPTIST PRAYER LIST - 08/11/24

	Pray for our church to be Biblically separated from the world, to fully purposed, to raise up true worshippers, and to surrender to the work of the Lord, so that we would have a God-sized impact on our community and our world.
Pray for God’s power and His will with our building expansion project
Pray for NEW Laborers to serve in our ministry
Pray for Pastor Dave and Christine and their family’s spiritual and physical protection.
Pray for God’s protection over Israel.
Pray for our missionaries of the month are the Bedwells in Zambia. 

	Prayers for God’s Healing, Mercy, and Grace  
	Prayers of Intercession 

	· Alisa’s healing from seizures  
· Baby BJ - heart transplant (friend of Lauretta Boyd)  
· Alina's uncle in hospital with infection
· Bob— healing from prostate cancer  
· Bri’s pregnancy   
· Bro. Dexter - upcoming surgery for prostate cancer
· Chloe Dailey-tumor pressing on adrenal gland   
· Coby’s dad, Robert, has blood cancer   
· Danoff Family, 3-yr old has Type-1 Diabetes  
· Elena Cepeda – Complete healing from cancer  
· Steve in Malawi - in a coma from diabetes
· Erik’s mom – bone spur in her foot
· GG’s friend – Ellen – stroke recovery
· Granny (Christine’s mom) – God’s grace and peace  
· Tina-healing for lungs and asthma, and mouth pain
· Michael Benjamin and family - lost a daughter
· Jay and Rhonda – healing for Jay 
· Jun Rodrigo – cancer   
· Karen Adams healing in her lungs  
· Linda Aldridge – recovery from stroke
· Liz Clayton’s mom – recovery and care, broken pelvis  
· Lori- headaches & vertigo
· Lori’s husband, Will, broke his hip - continued healing
· Miko – high blood pressure and COVID
· Ms. Joanne's cousin Kenneth Bernard- recovery from stroke
· Gabriel, 9yrs old, ANC count is zero, immune system damage
· Ray Fisher (young boy) with brain cancer   
· Tina’s neighbors- Mia & Sal have 18mo old w/autism
· Tony – medication for diabetes and surgery  
· Yulia – healing from headaches & dizziness   
· Yulia’s friend, Jody has cancer
· Randy Clontz – stroke, vision  
· Tony B - Coworker’s wife with sudden kidney failure – Kristi Seeling

· Praises!!! Liz is doing much better, James and AnnMarie are moving closer, Tareea got a job, Alina and David got a house, and Carly got the car she needed.
		· Alina’s brother and her family restoration

	· Charley and Josh as they transition to TN     

	· Charley's safety in Malawi

	· Christian – for God's power in his life

	· Jack – pray for direction and God’s power in his life  

	· Karen Adams - family restoration 

	· Mark, Asia’s brother, to be restored  

	· Marsha - 15 yr old

	· Matt (Maddy’s dad) – for God’s will in his life  

	· Our prodigal children to be restored in the family of God.  

	· Robert Wolfe – restoration  

	· The Smith family – spiritual healing  

	· Tony - Daniel Plancher & wife - Haitian refugees -funds for asylum




	
	Pray for Salvation, Deliverance, & Changed Hearts

	
	· Alana’s friends & family: Khubush, Nisit, Deo (dad), Jeewan (brother), Tesh and Kim
· Alisa's Brother: Tony
· Bri’s mom salvation and deliverance. 
· Christine: pray for the Pantin family
· Christine's friend: Nate Erdtmann  
· Dexter: Lecia and Jose
· Erik’s sister-  Kristen & Javier and Erik’s cousin, Deb; 
· Fatone (Serena’s husband, he is Muslim)
· Izabel’s extended family
· Jenn and Brian  
· Karen’s children: Gandy and Tyler
· Karen’s grandchildren and family, Shane Adams; 
· Miko's family: Alan (son) and Rina (sister) 
· Tony B – Sons:  Jared, Justin, Christian, Quinn and Trent.  
· Tony B -Coworkers : Tom Ormseth, Dave Dykstra
· Tony B -friends: Anne, Rocky, Sonja and Bob Mansfield
· Yulia’s mom- Inna, and friends, Olga & Bogdun




Upcoming Events: Ladies Retreat, September 12-14; registration extended to Sunday 8/18 – Deposits due ASAP
September 29th Malawi Missions Day –  Special Guests, Special Music – After Service Fellowship
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