
“A Life Lived for God” [The Book of Joshua]
146 – God is Not Mocked, Joshua 23:15-16, August 25, 2024

Joshua 23:15-16
“15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon you, which the LORD your God promised you; so shall the LORD bring upon you all evil things, until he have destroyed you from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you. 16 When ye have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them; then shall the anger of the LORD be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he hath given unto you.”
The story of the Israelites continually highlights the consistency of God. This principle, which we discussed last week, is evident not only in Joshua but throughout human history. It is the principle of "Sowing and Reaping," as explained by the Lord in Galatians 6:7-8. Here, God defines its certainty and the rationale behind it, showing that just as God faithfully blesses obedience, He also faithfully punishes disobedience. This is what Joshua is trying to communicate to his brethren before his death.
1. God’s faithfulness to bless is commensurate with His faithfulness to curse. [Joshua 23:15 15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon you, which the LORD your God promised you; so shall the LORD bring upon you all evil things, until he have destroyed you from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you.]  
Joshua assures his brethren that their accountability to God is an unavoidable reality of their lives. This is a fact that the entire world needs to be aware of. Revelation 20:12-15 “12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” This describes the final judgment, emphasizing that everyone, regardless of their faith, stands accountable to God. Joshua makes it very clear that just as God will bless their loyalty, He will also punish their disloyalty.
Moses relayed the same truth to Israel in Deuteronomy 27:9-10, Moses says, “9 And Moses and the priests the Levites spake unto all Israel, saying, Take heed, and hearken, O Israel; this day thou art become the people of the LORD thy God.” Take note of the ‘title’ being given to the Lord here. It’s the same one used by Joshua: ‘the LORD thy God’ or ‘the LORD your God.’” This highlights the personal connection between Israel and God. With personal relationships comes a higher accountability due to the trust invested in that relationship. This is why the betrayal of a friend is so much more hurtful than the betrayal of an acquaintance.
Moses continues in Deuteronomy 27:10, “10 Thou shalt therefore obey the voice of the LORD thy God, and do his commandments and his statutes, which I command thee this day.” Because of our relationship with God, we are expected to be faithful. Although faithfulness is a challenge, it is expected of God's people, not only back then but throughout history.
God had Moses go a step further. He instructed him to divide the tribes onto two mountains—one half on Mount Gerizim and the other half on Mount Ebal. The Levites then proclaimed to the people the blessings for their obedience and the curses for their disobedience. Following these proclamations, there is a warning that sounds very much like Joshua’s warning. 
In Deuteronomy 28:63-66, God describes the consequences of disobedience, including Israel’s scattering among the nations and the fear and uncertainty they will experience. This warning, given over 25 years before the account in Joshua 23, foretells Israel's fate, which will take place 1,400 years later.
The scattering among the nations was Israel’s reality until 1948 when the nation of Israel was restored and the regathering began. However, verse 66 describes Israel’s current reality, reflecting ongoing challenges and hostility. 66 And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life:” The rise of antisemitism and the continuous attacks on Israel highlight why this nation, though small, remains a focal point of global conflict. This persecution is rooted in the fact that God set Israel apart as His chosen people, and the world, guided by Satan, desires to oppose and persecute them.
The hatred for Israel and true Christianity stems from a deeper spiritual battle. Christianity and Judaism are both targeted because they are dear to God’s heart. Christianity is the only religion that worships the one true God, making it a primary target for mockery and persecution. This is why Christians and Jews are among the most persecuted groups in history.
Just as Joshua warned the Israelites of the consequences of their disobedience, we need to heed these warnings ourselves. Our disobedience and failure to rely on God can jeopardize our peace and unity with Him. While our eternal life is secured through Christ, the sanctity of our relationship with the Lord here on earth is affected by our actions. This impacts our spiritual walk and our ability to serve as a billboard for God’s love, mercy, and grace.
2. God Knows the Hearts of Men. [Joshua 23:16a: “16 When ye have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them;…”
This verse doesn’t say “if,” but “when,” indicating that God already knows what will happen. From a human perspective, we might think we can hide our sins, but God sees everything. As revealed in 1 Samuel 16:6-7, “6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD'S anointed is before him. 7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”  God sees our hearts and knows the secrets we’ve never shared, yet He still loves us.
Israel exists today because of God’s grace alone. However, their transgressions have led to a long and difficult journey, as outlined in Galatians 6:7-8: What we sow, we shall also reap. Israel’s path of corruption, which began shortly after Joshua’s time, continues to have consequences today. This is not because God desires their suffering, but because He is consistent and keeps His word.
3. God’s Punishments Are in Response to Disobedience. [Joshua 23:16b] “16…then shall the anger of the LORD be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he hath given unto you.” 
God had clear expectations for Israel, as outlined in Joshua 23:12-13 “12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you: 13 Know for a certainty that the LORD your God  will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you.” 

The Israelites knew exactly what they were to avoid and the consequences of their disobedience. God provided instructions for success, but their problem was their unwillingness to listen. This reflects many Christians today who, despite knowing God’s word and warnings, choose to follow their own desires and ignore the consequences.

Hebrews 12:6-14 “6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.” 
God’s expectation is that His righteousness, which was given to us at salvation, be displayed to the world. As Colossians 1:26-27 states, Christ in you, the hope of glory: “26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
The world’s lure and sinfulness will only grow more intense, and our challenge is to remain close to our Savior and committed to our mission to be a light to the world. Time is short, and the "Age of Grace" will soon transition to a time of judgment because: “God Is Not Mocked.”





Bottom of Form
146 – God is Not Mocked, Joshua 23:15-16, 
(Bible Study Questions – Please Complete these and join us on Wednesday at 7PM for discussion)

1. As Joshua directed the Israelites to God’s promise to judge unrighteousness, he tied it to God’s faithfulness to bless. Where in scripture can you see an example of God’s consistency to both bless and curse the same individual or group? Explain the circumstances for each.



Bonus: How should God’s consistency to both bless and curse impact the way believers live and the choices they make?



2. In understanding God’s promise to judge sin, read 1 Corinthians 11:31-32 and explain what’s being taught for the repentant believer.




3. When considering the personal relationship established between God and the Israelites in Deuteronomy 27:9 “the LORD thy God” and comparing it to the personal relationship we have as modern-day believers, does it help you to understand why God takes our disobedience so seriously? Please explain.  




4. Explain from your own perspective why you believe Christians are the most persecuted people on earth.




Bonus: Please give at least 4 different ways that we might see persecution in the life of modern-day Christians.




5. Even though people may understand God’s omnipotence (He is all knowing), why do you think they still try to hide their sins?





6. When we read Hebrews 12:6-8 God reveals that His chastening of believers for their sins is an indicator of their salvation. Why do you think some believers miss this point and instead see it as evidence of being lost? 





Introspection: Is there a sin in your life that you need to confess before the Lord? Read 2 Corinthians 6:18-19 and then 2 Corinthians 7:1 and follow God’s instructions.
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