
“A Life Lived for God” [The Book of Joshua]
147 – A Higher Level of Accountability, Joshua 24:1
Reference Text: Joshua 24:1 “1 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.”
To identify the “who” that Joshua is gathering here, we need to reference back to Joshua 23:2-4 “2 And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers, and said unto them, I am old and stricken in age:”
In Chapter 24, Joshua will take on a more authoritative posture as he addresses the twelve tribes. Also, note that in Chapter 23, Joshua calls them “Israel,” identifying them by their national identity. This lets us know that God doesn’t consider the two and a half tribes in the wilderness to be a part of the nation.  Joshua 23:3 “And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto all these nations because of you; for the LORD your God is he that hath fought for you.” Joshua is only speaking to the tribes that faithfully followed the Lord’s plan for them by making their homes in Canaan. Notice the title we pointed out last week: “the LORD your God.”
As we mentioned, this title indicates the close fellowship that the “Promised Land” tribes had with God. Yet, in Chapter 24 (speaking to all twelve tribes) is that the title “the LORD your God” is never used. This indicates that the close fellowship experienced by the “Promised Land” tribes was not the shared experience of the “Wilderness” tribes.
God gives us definitive proof of who it is exactly that Joshua is addressing in Joshua 23:4 “Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea westward.”
These are the borders that define Canaan, the “Promised Land.” Chapter 23 was written to those we keep referring to as the faithful. The two and a half tribes—Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh—were not represented in this first group of Israelites because of their choice to establish their lives outside of God’s will for Israel in the wilderness, we will reference them as the unfaithful. 
In Joshua 23, it’s recorded this way: “And Joshua called for all Israel,” but in Joshua 24, they’re described differently: “And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel.” “All Israel” refers to just the faithful, while “all the tribes of Israel” includes both the faithful and the unfaithful gathered together.
1. All God’s People Will Stand in the Presence of God “1 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem,...”
Understand “who” Joshua is talking to and “where” they’re gathered. Shechem is the location of God’s Holy Tabernacle. It would be here that the Levites, led by Aaron’s son Eleazar the High Priest, would serve the Lord, not only through their service to the Tabernacle but also to the people as God’s representatives. Shechem, because of the presence of God’s Tabernacle, was the most holy place on the entire earth. It was the dwelling place of God and would remain so for over 430 years until King Solomon built the Temple in Jerusalem.
Joshua is calling the 12 tribes into the presence of God.  A “prophetic picture”: we see God’s people—the faithful and the unfaithful—gathered by Joshua in the presence of God. Not long from now, God’s people (the faithful and unfaithful) will be gathered by “our” Joshua (Jesus) into the very presence of God.
Like the Israelites, it’s not our faithfulness to God that gains us access to this gathering. It’s our bloodline! The Jews by their physical blood, being descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and us through the blood of Christ that was shed for the remission of our sins.
1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
At the “Judgment Seat of Christ,” there will be no unbelievers. This gathering is exclusive to those who have trusted Jesus as their Savior and have been added to the bloodline of Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”
This judgment is not for sins, as they were judged on the cross. This judgment is for service. The Lord will judge the works that believers did following their salvation: “The things done in his body…good or bad.” 
Key Reference, Jesus is exalted above all; every knee will bow, and we should live blamelessly. Read Philippians 2:9-16 
Doctrinal Side Note: “The day of Christ” vs. “the day of the Lord.”  The phrase “the day of the Lord” over 25 times in Scripture, associated with the earth, the Great Tribulation, Israel, the nations, and God’s judgment. Joel 1:15 “Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.” In 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3, Paul warns of its unpredictable arrival upon the lost world. But listen to what he tells believers as he addresses their fear of that day: 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 “9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.”
“The day of Christ” is associated with the rapture of the church and the soon-to-follow Judgment Seat of Christ. 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 “14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
Praise God Almighty!!!! We won’t experience the Day of the Lord; we will have exited on the Day of Christ! All the people of God—the faithful and the unfaithful—are gathered in the presence of the Almighty because of their bloodline.
2. All God’s People Will Stand Accountable to God - Joshua called for the elders of Israel, their heads, their judges, and their officers (Joshua 24:1). These individuals represent the different layers of leadership among the tribes. The elders were the most experienced and respected.
Leaders have a greater accountability before God. What God values often differs from worldly values. What most people value on earth holds no value in heaven, and what God values in heaven is often not valued on earth. Matthew 16:26: "For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"
Leaders investing in people spiritually: Hebrews 13:17: "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you."
Leaders will not only answer for themselves but also for those they were entrusted to lead. Jeremiah 23:1-2: "Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the Lord. Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the Lord." 
We’re all leading someone. 
   3. All God’s People Will Stand Humble Before God "...and they presented themselves before God" (Joshua 24:1).
Presenting oneself to an authority comes from a place of submission and true humility.  In the very near future when we stand "face to face" with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. This will be the case for every believer who has ever lived and is currently alive today. But can I ask you, why wait? Why should we wait to present ourselves? What if we humbled ourselves "here and now"?
Paul advised us to do so: Romans 12:1-2: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."
We don’t have to wait for the Judgment Seat of Christ to humbly submit and present ourselves to our loving Lord and Savior. 1 Peter 5:5-6: "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time."
Good spiritual leaders are effective because they are also good spiritual followers who understand that with God, there is: “A Higher Level of Accountability.”
Upcoming Events:  24-HR Biblical Prayer Fast: Tuesday – Wednesday, dinner at 6PM to break your fast will be available Wed.  Family Fellowship Breakfast, Sept 7 at 9AM at Sun Valley Café; Ladies Retreat, September 12-14; registration extended to Sunday 8/18 – Deposits due ASAP; September 29th Malawi Missions Day – Special Guests, Special Music – After Service Fellowship	
147 – A Higher Level of Accountability, Joshua 24:1
(Bible Study Questions – Please Complete these and join us on Wednesday at 7PM for discussion)

1. The first thing we did in our message was identify the individuals being gathered at Shechem in Joshua 24:1. In the message we described them as the faithful and the unfaithful. Please explain why we gave them these titles as if you were instructed someone who had no knowledge of their story.



Bonus: If we were to describe Christians that would fall into these 2 categories, what might be some things we could attribute to them that would gain them those titles?



2. When facing the reality that all believers will stand before the Lord and be judged for the works they did following salvation. It’s important to consider the heart behind those works. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 and describe the heart that is essential to our works for God.


Bonus: Explain the danger that works based religion poses to both believers and unbelievers.



3. In our message, we discussed the difference between the “the day of the Lord” and “the day of Christ” or “the day of Jesus Christ”. What was the difference between the two?




4. In our second point, we highlighted our personal accountability to God, pointing to the responsibility we have to instruct those younger than us in the faith. Read Titus 2 and explain what God is communicating to us.




Bonus: Now describe ways you see the principles of Titus 2 being implemented in our church. Are there other ways you believe we can be doing this more effectively as a body? If so please explain.



5. And then the last thing we addressed was the humility required to come before God. Can you give an example from scripture where we see that type of humility displayed?




Bonus: What do you believe keeps modern-day believers from displaying that type of humility before God in their daily lives?




Introspection: What’s keeping you from fully committing to the Lord in every area of your life? Pray earnestly and ask the Lord to give you insight into how you can surrender more fully.



	[bookmark: RANGE!B1:C36]HOPE BAPTIST PRAYER LIST - 08/25/24

	Pray for our church to be Biblically separated from the world, to fully purposed, to raise up true worshippers, and to surrender to the work of the Lord, so that we would have a God-sized impact on our community and our world.
Pray for God’s power and His will with our building expansion and for our Malawi Container project.
Pray for NEW Laborers to serve in our ministry
Pray for Pastor Dave and Christine and their family’s spiritual and physical protection. Pastor Dave leaves for Malawi on Monday 9/2
Pray for Pastor James and AnnMarie as the settle into their new home and transition in their roles at HOPE.
Pray for God’s protection over Israel.
Pray for our missionaries of the month are the Bedwells in Zambia. 

	Prayers for God’s Healing, Mercy, and Grace  
	Prayers of Intercession 

	· Alina's uncle in hospital with infection
· Alisa’s healing from seizures  
· Amy Neville – continued healing from oral surgery
· Anne-Marie – (Christine’s sister) back pain
· Baby BJ - heart transplant (friend of Lauretta Boyd)  
· Bob— healing from prostate cancer  
· Bri’s pregnancy and a healthy baby 
· Bro. Dexter - upcoming surgery for prostate cancer
· Chloe Dailey-tumor pressing on adrenal gland   
· Christine Vickery’s dad - recovery from stroke
· Cindy – Kay Bell has cancer
· Coby’s dad, Robert, has blood cancer   
· Elena Cepeda – Complete healing from cancer  
· Erik’s mom – bone spur in her foot
· Gabriel, 9yrs old, ANC count is zero, immune system damage
· Granny (Christine’s mom) – God’s grace and peace  
· Jay and Rhonda – healing for Jay 
· Jun Rodrigo – cancer   
· Karen Adams healing in her lungs  
· Kimberley – friend, Lisa Frank needs exploratory surgery
· Linda Aldridge – recovery from stroke
· Liz Clayton’s mom – recovery and care, broken pelvis  
· Lori- Friend Sabrina Furman – COPD, brain swelling
· Lori- headaches & vertigo
· Lori’s husband, Will, broke his hip - continued healing
· Michael Benjamin and family - lost a daughter
· Miko – high blood pressure and COVID
· Ms. Joanne's cousin Kenneth Bernard- recovery from stroke
· Ms. Pearl – her grandson, Tony stabbed
· Randy Clontz – stroke, vision  
· Ray Fisher (young boy) with brain cancer   
· Ron’s wife, Brooks, w/autoimmune issues
· Susan - SIL, Melanie, moved to rehab-left leg fracture-improvement so she can come home
· Susan - Kendall Williams, 23, (neighbor)- begins chemo for Hodgkins Lymphoma- also please pray for her parents; Sean and Malia
· Tim and Lisa in Ireland – friend, Maritta has stomach cancer
· Tina – oral surgery
· Tina-healing for lungs and asthma, and mouth pain
· Tina’s neighbors- Mia & Sal have 18mo old w/autism
· Tony – medication for diabetes and surgery  
· Tony B’s coworker’s wife, Kristi Seeling, sudden kidney failure
		· Alina’s brother and her family restoration
· Charley and Josh as they transition to TN     
· Christian and Robert Wolfe: God's power & restoration
· Daniel Plancher & wife, Haitian refugees -funds for asylum
· God’s provision for those affected by the ATT strike
· Jack – pray for direction and God’s power in his life  
· Karen Adams - family restoration 
· Mark, Asia’s brother, to be restored  
· Matt (Maddy’s dad) – for God’s will in his life  
· Our prodigal children to be restored in the family of God.  
· God’s peace for James and AnnMarie to help them cope with the loss of Bingley 
· The Smith family – spiritual healing  
· Tina’s friend, Tisha, just lost her father and now her mom has a possible cancer diagnosis. She needs God’s comfort.
· Yulia’s headaches and dizziness to be healed
· Praise – David got a limited license back
· Praise- India made it through surgery and is recovering
· Praise – Sam and Asia got out of the lease of their apt.
· Praise- Christine Vickery’s dad made it to the States 




	
	Pray for Salvation, Deliverance, & Changed Hearts

	
	· Alana’s friends & family: Khubush, Nisit, Deo (dad), Jeewan (brother), Tesh and Kim
· Alisa's Brother: Tony
· Bri’s mom salvation and deliverance. 
· Christine: pray for the Pantin family
· Christine's friend: Nate Erdtmann  
· Dexter: Lecia and Jose
· Erik’s sister-  Kristen & Javier and Erik’s cousin, Deb; 
· Fatone (Serena’s husband, he is Muslim)
· Izabel’s extended family
· Karen’s children: Gandy and Tyler
· Karen’s grandchildren and family, Shane Adams; 
· Miko's family: Alan (son) and Rina (sister) 
· Tina’s sister in law and nephew  - Jenn and Brian
· Tony B -Coworkers : Tom Ormseth, Dave Dykstra
· Tony B -friends: Anne, Rocky, Sonja and Bob Mansfield
· Tony B – Sons:  Jared, Justin, Christian, Quinn and Trent.  
· Yulia’s mom- Inna, and friends, Olga & Bogdun



2
	
