
“A Life Lived for God” [The Book of Joshua]
148 – “A History of Heresy” Joshua 24:2

Review: “A Higher Level of Accountability”  Shechem was in the center of Canaan. The Tabernacle was the epicenter of  spiritual holiness on the earth. Christians, through Jesus blood being applied to our sins, are adopted into the family of God and the bloodline Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” All of humanity will face a reckoning before God. Christians face the “Judgment Seat of Christ”, and the lost world will face the “Great White Throne Judgment”.

Today’s Message: “A History of Heresy” Joshua 24:2 “2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods.”

God reminds them of their lineage and reveals where their weaknesses may lie. It has been said that “those who cannot remember the past, are condemned to repeat it.”

Key Points of this Message - All God’s people:
1. Stand Accountable to the Lord
2. Come From the Same Sinful Source
3. Come From Imperfect Families
4. Struggle with the Same Temptations

Remember the intimate title of God changed from Chapter 23, written to the 9 ½ faithful tribes: Joshua 23:3 “And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto all these nations because of you; for the LORD your God is he that hath fought for you.” In Chapter 24, the Lord’s dealing with all the tribes of Israel and there’s a shift from intimacy to “LORD God of Israel.”

1. All God’s people: Stand Accountable to the Lord “2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel,…”
· Joshua is a “mouthpiece” for the Almighty as they stand at the “Tabernacle” in Shechem; every single one of them are “known” by God and individually accountable to Him as well. 
· Remember, God gathered them here to prepare them to take full possession of the “Promised Land”. The Lord has Joshua refocusing the 12 tribes back to their mission. They have been consumed with the cares of the world.
· We all get consumed by the day to day. Jesus teaches us this in the parable of the “Sower and the Seed” Mark 4:18-19 “18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.” 

It was “fruitful” at one point. The “word” had power and impact, but over time it became unfruitful.
Why do so many Christians have stories of the past instead of current events?

2. All God’s people: Come From the Same Sinful Source “2…Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time,…”
· God uses an iconic moment in human history “the flood” to identify the depths of which the Israelites have been lifted out of.
· Genesis 6:4, 11-13 “4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 
· This was a satanic attack on the seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15)
· Genesis 6:5-7, 11-13 5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.” 11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.” 
· God would judge the earth by water. Sparing, but a remnant of His creation who had remained uncorrupted. Take note of the wording God uses about Noah. Genesis 6:9 “These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.”
· God still has a plan for humanity; recognize that just as the Lord made a way of escape from His judgment in Noah’s day through the ark, He’s made a way through the gospel of Christ for all who will believe to escape His coming global judgment of the earth.

· Matthew 24:37-39 “37 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”

Global judgment is coming again, and God has provided a way of escape. Look at our world “…But as the days of Noe were,…” 
Just like the Israelites that Joshua’s addressing, we have sinful origins. Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”  Like the Israelites, we all come from the same sinful source. We can track it all back to Eden. We’re all undeserving of God’s love and His merciful forgiveness. Yet He is willing to save us.

3. All God’s people: Come From Imperfect Families “2…even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor:…”
· These Israelite’s forefathers were flawed men who made plenty of mistakes, but Joshua is highlighting the mercy, grace, and forgiveness of God.
· Terah had three sons: Abram (Abraham), Nachor (Nahor) and Haran. They were all polytheists. Haran was Lot’s father and he died in Ur prior to Abraham’s journey to Canaan. Even after surrendering to follow the One True God’s command to go Canaan,
· Abraham would struggle in his faith. His early in his walk with God had multiple moral and spiritual failures.
· Joshua is reassuring the Israelites that they are not currently standing as the “People of God” because of their perfect godly families, but because of His longsuffering and love for humanity. 
· If we stand as a Child of God today, it’s despite our origins, our families, and ourselves. It’s because of God’s love for us!
· John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
· God’s love looks beyond our past and loves us for who we can become. Jesus is the ultimate personification of that truth. He lived the life we should have lived and died the death we should have died.
· Joshua 1:7-8 “7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”
· Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.”

4. All God’s people: Struggle with the Same Temptations “2…and they served other gods.”
· Idolatry in one form or another continues to be the most effective “trap” Satan uses to derail God’s people. The first 3 of the 10 commandments address idolatry.
· Human beings love to worship: People, Positions, Power, Possessions, Popularity, Prosperity, and Piety.
· The Bible prophetically describes the degradation back to the days of Noah in 2 Tim. 3. 
· 2 Timothy 3:1-4 “1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;” 
· 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
· If you’re a child of God today, it is time you fully claim that identity! Redeemed!....Restored!....And Righteous through Christ!
· Let go of “who” you once were and the chains that once bound you to your sinful past.

The Israelite’s Joshua is challenging them to divorce themselves from their past and move forward in obedience and fellowship with God. And our Joshua is challenging us to do the same. Will we live in the freedom of our salvation as a victorious child of God or will we believe a lie and remain chained to our “History of Heresy”?

The choice is ours! 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”



	

148 – “A History of Heresy” Joshua 24:2
(Bible Study Questions – Please Complete these and join us on Wednesday at 7PM for discussion)


1. At this stage in the story of Joshua, the Lord is challenging His people to fully possess the promised land of Canaan. If you could relate this to the life of a modern-day Christian, what do you think God is challenging us to possess?




2. In our message, Joshua was recounting the Israelite’s history and origins. Please explain what you think he was trying to accomplish in doing so.




Bonus: Why is understanding one’s history so important for their future?




3. Give another instance in scripture where God used reminders of the past to direct His people moving forward.




4. Read Mark 4:1-20 which includes the parable of the sower, as well as Jesus’ explanation of it. Now do your best to explain the different people groups Jesus described in a way that someone who was inexperienced in the Bible could understand. 




5. In the message, we referenced the events of Genesis 6 and made mention of Satan’s attack on the seed of mankind. Can you find another instance in scripture where a similar attack to stop the seed of man took place. Please explain.




6. Joshua referenced back to the pagan origins of the Israelite’s families in verse 2. In doing so, he was helping them to recognize that they stood before Him as the people of God, not because of their lineage, but because of His goodness. How should the reality of this truth impact believers who come from regrettable backgrounds?




Bonus: Give at least 2 scriptures that highlight the fact that salvation is a result of God’s goodness and not our worthiness.




Introspection: Are you allowing your past failures to impact your current walk with God? If so, let me challenge you to listen to this message again and let God reveal to you that those chains are already broken. Your debt is paid. You are free!
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