
“A Life Lived for God” [The Book of Joshua]
149-A God of Remarkable Grace, Joshua 24:3 - Preached 07-29-2024 

Intro: In Chapter 24, Joshua focuses on guiding the 12 tribes towards success by encouraging them to eliminate the wicked Canaanite remnant and fulfill their destiny. He highlights Abraham's story to illustrate God's transformative grace in the lives of His people.
“Grace” means “unmerited” or undeserved favor.

Joshua 24:3 “And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.”

God's communication through Joshua highlights His longsuffering and grace towards His covenant people. 
· Joshua notes that God "took" Abraham from the judgment of sin, symbolizing deliverance. 
· The term "led" signifies God's guidance of Abraham to the Promised Land. 
· "Multiplied" refers to God’s prosperity for Abraham through Isaac and future generations. 
· The word "gave" indicates God's fulfillment of His promise to Abraham from Genesis 12.

Genesis 12:1-7 “1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 

We'll explore God's providential hand in Abram's life and address the question of how giants reappeared in Canaan after the flood, tracing their lineage back to Noah's three sons.

Genesis 6:17-18 “17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.”

Genesis 6:4 “There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became “MIGHTY MEN” which were of old, men of renown.”

Numbers 13:32-33 “32 And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.” 

The "giants" in Canaan likely stemmed from a genetic holdover on the Ark, possibly through Ham's wife, reflecting moral corruption in Ham’s lineage. This unresolved corruption led to giants like Goliath, showcasing its lasting impact beyond the flood.

· Genesis 12:7 7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.” 
· Genesis 11:30 “But Sarai was barren; she had no child.” 
· Genesis 17:1-8 “1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”

1. Deliverance [Joshua 24:3a]: Israel remains a focal point in global politics due to God's covenant promise, with the adversary trying to thwart its fulfillment. This underscores that God is a God of deliverance, as highlighted in Joshua's recounting of Abraham’s journey of faith. 

· Abraham, from the line of Shem, appears to have been spared from pre-flood corruption, suggesting that God’s grace kept his lineage genetically pure, similar to God's description of Noah as "perfect in his generations." Genesis 17:1 “And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.” 
· Are we not delivered from the corruption of this wicked world? 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

2. Guidance [Joshua 24:3b] - The Lord led Abraham to Canaan. Joshua emphasizes the commission to claim Canaan as Israel's homeland, highlighting God's intention for it to transform from a pagan nation to the Nation of Israel, while acknowledging the challenges and opposition faced, including a 400-year enslavement in Egypt.

· Genesis 15:13-15 “13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. 15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age.”
· Revelation 21:2-3 “2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”
· 1 Peter 1:15 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;” 
· 1 Peter 1:16 “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 
· Hebrews 12:10-11 “10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.”  
· 2 Corinthians 6:17-18 “17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 

3. Prosperity [Joshua 24:3c] - The word "Prosperity" has been distorted by charlatans exploiting believers for financial gain, yet it remains a biblical principle that should not be dismissed.  

· Joshua 1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”  
· “Prosperity” is a result of faithfulness to God and His word. 
· Colossians 3:2 “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

4. Fulfillment [Joshua 24:3d] - God fulfilled His promise to Abraham by providing Isaac, which foreshadowed His ultimate plan of redemption through Jesus Christ, the Son of God, whose death and resurrection restore humanity to its Creator.

· Hebrews 9:26 “For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”  
· Despite humanity’s rebellion, inconsistency, and sin, the Lord remains faithful through His remarkable grace.
· God has fulfilled His covenant with humanity, as alluded to in Genesis 3:15, by giving us His Son.
If you have received Him, live in the victory of your salvation.
· If you haven't, "Our God of Remarkable Grace" is ready to receive you.







149-A God of Remarkable Grace, Joshua 24:3 
(Bible Study Questions – Please Complete these and join us on Wednesday at 7PM for discussion)

1. As Joshua recounted Abraham’s story, he started by focusing on the fact that God was a God of deliverance, seeing that He spared him and his descendants from corruption. Please give another example from scripture where God stepped in and delivered someone from corruption or destruction.





Bonus: How do you think that seeing these different examples of God being a merciful deliverer should impact the way believers face adversities in their lives?




Bonus Bonus: Having experienced both a fear, and faith-based approach towards life’s challenges in our lives at different times. Please list 2 verses that we can turn to in order to remind us that the Lord truly is a deliverer. 




2. Next, Joshua referenced God as a God of guidance. Please explain how the Lord does this in the day-to-day life of a believer.





Bonus: What are some things that can hinder believers from being able to recognize the Lord’s guiding hand in their lives?




3. Then, Joshua pointed to the Lord as a God of prosperity. Compare and contrast physical prosperity and spiritual prosperity using scriptural examples.





Bonus: Why do you think people tend to focus on physical prosperity as opposed to the spiritual?




4. Lastly, Joshua revealed the Lord as a God of fulfillment. Please give an Old Testament example that pictures or points to God’s future fulfillment of His promise to bring Jesus as the world’s substitutionary sacrifice.




Introspection: Take a few minutes and think back to how you’ve experienced the Lord’s “Deliverance”, “Guidance”, “Prosperity” and “Fulfillment” in your Christian life. Now, thank Him for His remarkable grace.  
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