
“A Life Lived for God” [The Book of Joshua]
151-A Cry for Deliverance -Joshua 24:5, 10-20-2024

Joshua 24:5 “5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: and afterward I brought you out.”  

God’s word needs to be an integral part of the life of every Believer. It functions as a reminder of God’s character, His heart and His consistency.  John 3:16-17 “16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” 

Born again, children of the Almighty hold onto a glorious truth about our loving Lord which is that He has:
1. Ears to Hear the Cries of His People: “5 I sent Moses also and Aaron,…” 
- Joshua, speaking on behalf of God, reminds them that there was a day when the burdens of their bondage became so heavy that they cried out to God for help. Exodus 3:9-10 “9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.”

For 400 years God had been silent as He waited for His people to turn to Him. In our relationship with God when His word seems not to be speaking or our walk with Him feels empty, He’s waiting on us to call upon Him. Psalm 18:6 “In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.”
Proverbs 15:29 “The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.” 

God desires restoration! Always!
· After 400 years of silence between Malachi and the New Testament, during which Israel was distant from God, He broke the silence through Zacharias to prepare for deliverance, just as He had done with the Israelites in Egypt.
· The Old Testament picture: God brought a deliverer, Moses (a picture of Jesus) who was spared from a death decree given by the ruler of the land. [Satan is always trying to stop God’s plan.] 
· Exodus 1:22 “And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.” 
· This decree of death for all male Hebrew children was an attempt to stop the “seed” of the woman. (Gen 3:15)
· And over 1,500 years later the same occurs: Matthew 2:16 “Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.”  
· Satan tried to kill both deliverers that God sent to set His people free.
· The Old and New Testaments are deeply connected. Just as Christ freed us, God used Moses to free Israel from Egyptian bondage, delivering them through the blood of a spotless lamb—a picture of the Gospel of Christ. John called Jesus the Lamb. John 1:29 “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
· The Exodus, remembered through Passover, foreshadowed the fulfillment of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, whose perfect blood saves us from sin and death. 

One of the greatest forms of bondage in the first century was religion. The Bible distinguishes between "pure" and "vain" religion, as defined in James 1:26-27 “26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 
· “Vain Religion” is superficial and marked by hypocrisy. Have you ever experienced that kind of religion?
· This church stands apart by focusing on "Pure Religion," striving to help people build strong relationships with Christ through the Gospel, discipleship, and serving both locally and internationally. 
· How well do we listen? 
· James 1:19-20 “19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”

2. A Heart of Justice to Fight for the Weak “5…and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them:…”
· Joshua references the devastating judgments God brought upon Egypt. He is directing the 12 tribes to recognize their deliverance was the hand of God intervening for them.
· Exodus 3:9 “Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.” 
· The God of the universe is a Just God
· Deuteronomy 32:4 “He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 
· Psalm 33:14 “From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.” 
· Ecclesiastes 3:17 “I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.” 
· The Lord judges the wicked for their wrongdoing; but thankfully Christ took the judgment that we deserved and the punishment we were destined for upon Himself when we were born again! Our righteousness is Christ’s righteousness.
· Romans 12:17-19 “17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” 
· The Lord has our back, He’s watching over us and standing ready to defend us.
· Proverbs 30:5 “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.”
· David describes His protection: Psalm 62:6-7 “He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. 7 In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God.” 
· Solomon described it this way: Proverbs 18:10 “The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” 
· 2 Corinthians 12:9 “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness...” 

3. The Power to Overcome Strongholds “5…and afterward I brought you out.”
· The Israelites had been so beaten down and accustomed to their life of bondage, even though they far outnumbered the Egyptians, they didn’t have the strength to break free from their captures. Exodus 1:8-9 “8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. 9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we:” 

They were captives physically, mentally, and emotionally. The mind is where the strongest and most impenetrable prisons are built.
Paul describes the victory there is in Christ: 
· Ephesians 2:1-6 “1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” 

There is no prison, stronghold, or fortress that God cannot defeat! God can set you free!
· Will we let Him? Will we put our trust in Him? Will we cry out from a place of desperation like the Israelites did?
· Paul’s insight into this conflict: 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 “3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;” 

What stronghold still has power over you? 
What prison still holds you captive?

It is time that you surrender it to God. 1 Peter 5:6-7 “6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.”

God allows suffering to draw our hearts to Him. If you’re here today and you’re living in bondage, the Lord has ears to hear your cry.

He has a heart of justice to fight for you. He has the power to overcome any stronghold… 
All He’s waiting on is to hear is: “A Cry For Deliverance.”




“A Cry For Deliverance” (Wednesday Night Bible Study Questions)

1. The first thing we noted about God in the message, was how He listens and responds to the cries of His people. Can you give a Biblical example that confirms this fact, explaining the circumstances behind the cry for help made in your example?






Bonus: How should believers reconcile this truth about God hearing and responding when sometimes they feel like He isn’t doing either? 






2. Read James 1:26-27 and do your best to define “Vain Religion” versus “Pure Religion” using your own experience with each as a guide.






3. In our discussion about how God defends the weak, we considered how the Lord saw the way the Israelites were mistreated and came to their defense. Can you give a personal example of when God did something similar for you?





Bonus: What godly counsel would you give a believer who is facing a serious trial and feeling overwhelmed or even frightened in their situation?  Support your answer with at least one reference.






4. God miraculously broke the stronghold the Egyptians had over Israel. What are some strongholds in people’s lives that you’ve heard of Him freeing them from? 






Bonus: How does having knowledge of God’s heart and willingness to intervene for His children impact the way you personally face trials and counsel others who are going through them?
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